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‘¢ If any man be in Christ, he isa new creature.” —1 Cor. v. 17. 


St. Paut says, in his epistle to the Romans, that “ he is not 
a Jew who is one itedeal , but he who is such inwardly,” by 
the circumcision of the heart. This being applied to Christian- 
ity, it follows, that he is not a Christian who professes to be so, 
but he who has got “a new heart and a new spirit,” by being 
truly born again, not of water only, but of the Spirit of Christ. 
That regeneration is absolutely necessary in order to be a true 
Christian, and that there is no surer mark whereby we may 
know whether we are living members of Jesus than to be really 
new men, appears in the clearest light in the words of the text, 
—‘ If any man be in Christ,” or bea true Christian, “he is a 
new creature.”? You see then, brethren, how necessary it is to 
have right notions of the doctrine of regeneration, since without 
it there can be no Christianity. I hope you will therefore fol- 
low me with an attention answerable to the vast importance of 
the subject, whilst I endeavour to shew you, 

First,— What we must understand by regeneration, or becom- 
ing a new creature. 

Secondly,— What are the causes that concur to the work of 
regeneration: and 

Thirdly,—Why regeneration is so necessary to salvation.— 
May what shall be spoken in God’s name, be so applied by his 
grace to every one of our hearts, that the important work of re- 
generation may be powerfully begun, or carried on in each of 


our souls. 
Vor. TY. 91 
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Regeneration, brethren, is that mighty change whereby a 
natural man is made a spiritual, or new man; and he that was 
a child of the devil, becomes by grace a child of God. For, as 
by our natural birth we are made in the likeness of fallen Adam, 
called the old man, the first man; so by this spiritual birth we 
become new creatures—spiritual men—and sons of God in Jesus 
Christ, the second Adam. 

The work of grace, whereby we are thus born again, is so 
great that St. Paul calls it a new creation ; and it deserves that 
name, for thereby the soul of man is renewed throughout, with 
all the powers and faculties thereof; his carnal, sensual, earthly 
-disposition is turned into a spiritual and a heavenly one; his 
blind understanding is enlightened with the knowledge of God, 
and Jesus Christ ; his stubborn and perverse will becomes obe- 
dient and conformable to the will of God; his conscience, before 
seared and benumbed, is now quickened and awakened ; his 
hard heart softened, his unruly affections crucified, and his body, 
whose members were before instruments of unrighteousness, 1s 
now ready to put in execution the good intentions of the mind. 
Thus is he restored to that happiness, to that image of God, 
wherein he was at first created, though before, on account of his 
corruption through the fall, he was altogether destitute of it. 
Oh! how great, how inconceivably great must man’s deprava- 
tion be by nature, since God cannot fit him for glory by mend- 
ing or repairing the Divine image in which he first made him; 
but must thus, as it were, create him a second time, and cause 
him to be born again, and made anew. 

But to be a little more particular concerning the nature of re- 
generation. It has two parts, as says our church, a death unte 
sin, and a new birth unto righteousness. 

By a death unto sin we must understand, that casting off and 
crucifying the old man; that destroying the body of sin, on 
which St. Paul so often insists. ‘ Mortify,”” says he, or put to 
death, ‘‘ your members which are upon earth, uncleanness, 
covetousness, and the like :” whence it appears, that by those 
members upon earth, he means, «ll sorts of sins and unholy de- 
sires, whereunto a natural man is given. Nor is it enough to 
curb and hold them in, but their life must be taken--they must 
die. And, indeed, it is impossible to put on the new man, till 
the old man is cast off: nor can a new birth unto righteousness 
follow, but where a death unto sin has taken place. But when 
a man, tired of the body of sin, has yielded it up to be crucified 
with Jesus and feels the power of his death; then, and then only, 
does he experience a new birth to righteousness, and becomes a 
parteker of the power and benefit of Christ’s resurrection. 

This second part of regeneration is called in Scripture a 
passage from darkness to light; from death unto life; God’s 
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uickening us, and making us alive; a rising together with 
Christ, and walking in newness of life. : 
Whence it is plain that we must understand by regeneration, 
not only the destruction of sin in our souls, which is the devil’s 
image stampt upon every child of Adam, since the fall; but the 
bringing in again into our souls that conformity to the Divine 
nature, that unspotted holiness, that image of God, wherein 
Adam was first created, and which Jesus Christ, the second 
parent of mankind, is ready to stamp again upon every sincere 
believer. Jet us observe here the dangerous mistake of some 
who judge that they are regenerate because they are reformed, 
and commit no longer those sins wherein they formerly lived. 
No, it is not enough to be able to say, ‘1 am not what | was,? 
unless we can add, “I am what! was not.” It will signify but 
little for a man to plead that he is not a drunkard, that he swears 
no more, and no longer walks after the flesh, unless he can also 
say, that by the grace of God he walks after the Spirit, in faith, 
love, and holy obedience. You are not unjust, do you say; 
Very good. But do you shew mercy? You are no longer un- 
clean, nor sensual: but are you spiritual and heavenly-minded ? 
You no more break out into raging fits of anger: but does “ the 
peace that passes all understanding”’ keep your soul in the meek- 
ness, gentleness, and léng-suffering of Jesus? You are no longer 
swelled with that overbearing pride which made all around you 
look on you as a tyrant. But, instead of getting the humble 
mind that was in Christ, do not you rest in what the world calls 
a decent pride, a proper pride? You think it now below you to 
curse, swear, and lie: but do you bless and intercede, 'reprove 
and exhort? You scorn to tell a lie: but do you boldly stand 
for the truth as it is in Jesus? You no longer laugh at the des- 
ised followers of a crucified God ; but do you take their part, 
and confess Christ in his members, who are rejected of men as 
he was himself? You no more make a mock at the word of 
God. Very well. But do you “meditate therein day and 
night ?’? and is it “ sweeter to your soul than honey to your 
taste ??? You are convinced that it is a dreadful sin to take God’s 
name in vain: but do you rejoice with reverence, whenever you 
pronounce his sacred name? You detest profaneness, and daily 
lament the overflowings of ungodliness: but do not you rest 
short of piety, and lie down in a state of lukewarmness and 
presumption. You pity those who never goto church, and 
never worship in God’s house: but when you are there, are you 
sensible of the.presence of the God on whom you wait? And 
does the apprehension of his Majesty make you cry out. as 
Jacob, in the deepest act of adoration, ‘ This place is dreadful ; 
surely it is the temple of the Most High.”? You cry out against 
those who never say their prayers, and with much reason: but 
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when you pray is the intercourse opened between God and your 
soul, and do you find in your heart what you profess to ask 
daily, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost?” If you do not, you are not 
yet regenerated in the Gospel sense. You know something, it 
may be, of the first part of regeneration, a death unto outward 
sin; but you are yet an utter stranger to the second part thereof: 
you never experienced a new birth unto righteousness, unto true 
inward holiness. : 

Having thus shewn the nature and parts of regeneration, I 
come now to show, ina few words, what causes concur to ef- 
fect that important change. 

God alone, in Christ, is the first cause and author of it; where- 
fore the regenerate man is said in Scripture to be born of God ; 
And if you ask why he does not leave us in the state of sin and 
misery into which we plunged ourselves by the fall, but offers to 
create us again in his image ; whereas there is no regeneration 
for the fallen angels upon whom Divine justice passed at once 
sentence of eternal damnation ; “I must answer in the words of 
the prophet Jeremiah; “ It is of the Lord’s mercy that we are 
not consumed: it is because his compassion fails not :”? that, as 
Adam was once placed in a state of trial, either to remain holy, 
like angels, or to fall into the sin and misery of devils: so we 
have, during this life, our trial too. Though God might, with 
justice, have suffered the sentence of eternal death to take place 
in all men, since all have sinned, he bids us choose whether we 
will remain fallen with devils or rise again, by regeneration, to 
that blessed and holy life which Adam lost. The mercy of God 
is then the only original and moving cause of our new birth, by 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. ‘* Of his own will,’’ says St. James, 
“he begat us by the Word of Truth.” And St. Peter, that 
‘God has begotten believers again according to his abundant 
mercy.” 

But the immediate worker of regeneration is the Spirit of 
God, which our blessed Lord obtained for us by the merits of 
his death. In this respect, true Christians are said by Christ 
to be born of the Spirtt ; and St. Paul calls regeneration the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost, Tit. iii. 5. 

Yet the ordinary instrumental cause is the Word of God, 
when applied to the soul by his Spirit. In this sense the apostle 
says, that believers are begotten by the Word of Truth (James 
i. 18); or the Gospel, said by St. Paul (Rom. i. 16.) to be * the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.” This 
is ** the incorruptible seed,’’ as St. Peter terms it, which Christ’s 
ministers sow inthe church of God ; and when God raises it up 
with power in any soul under their ministry, we may look upon 
them also as instrumental causes of our regeneration, in the 
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iowest sense of the word. Thus St. Paul tells the Corinthians 
that he was their father, and had begotten them in Christ 
through the Gospel. 

You see, brethren, how all these causes, in subordination to 
the first, concur to the Divine work of our regeneration. God’s 
mercy contrives the scheme of man’s redemption: our Lord 
Jesus executes it. His ministers are sent to cast the seed of 
his word into men’s souls, and to water it; but the Spirit of God 
alone gives the increase, and quickens the souls dead in sin and 
unbelief, when they are truly willing to be quickened. Thus 
the glory of our regeneration ought to be wholly ascribed to 
God’s mercy in Christ, since it is the only source of that un- 
speakable blessing ; and we are bound to exalt the free grace 
of God continually, and to call upon our souls to praise the 
Lord, since as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is 
his mercy towards them that fear him. 

(To be concluded in the next.) 


——_——a § Oo——— 
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From the London Methodist Magazine. 


A SHORT ACCOUNT OF MR. STEPHEN BUTLER, DECEASED; LATE 
PREACHER OF THE GOSPEL IN THE METHODIST CONNEXION. 


By Mr. John Hodgson. 


Mr. Steruen Burver was born at Peasmarsh, in the county 
of Sussex, on the 29th of June, 1781. 

In a brief manuscript written by. himself, he makes honour- 
able mention of the guardian care of his parents over the morals 
of their children. ‘‘ My parents,” he says, “ were strenuously 
attached to the Church of England, and consequently brought 
up their children to attend uniformly on the public services of 
that church, and maintained their authority in restraining them 
from those evil habits and immoralities into which many children 
fall.”? And such, indeed, appears to have been the good effects 
of these restraints, that Mr. Butler remarks, “ during my early 
years, I never heard but one oath from any of my brothers.” 

It is a fact, that when children are trained up to the worship 
of God, and instructed in those things which belong to their 
everlasting salvation, the happiest consequences frequently are 
the result ; but, in many instances, it is painfully otherwise : and 
hence Mr. Butler laments the misimprovement that he made of 
the instructions that he received ; for though he was frequently 
visited with Divine impressions, when a child, and moved through 












‘4 


166 MEMOIR OF MRe STEPHEN BUTLER. 


the fear of death and hell to cry unto God, yet, to use his own 
expression, he “became proof against these impressions, and 
avoided as much as possible being brought into bondage there- 
by; violating, in some instances, even the appearance of exter- 
nal morality.” 

The circumstances attending Mr. Butler’s conversion to God, 
he relates as follows: “ Our village had been favoured with the 
preaching of the Gospel, by the Methodists, for many years, but 
with little success, until Mr. E. Banister opened his house to the 
ministry of the word. From this time many attended the 
preaching, and several experienced the gospel to be the power 
of God unto salvation. My parents attended also, with all their 
children, myself excepted; and, ina few years, my mother, (who 
is since gone to God) three brothers, and a sister, were brought 
to the knowledge of the truth, and joined the society. At this 
time I was seeking death in the error of my ways, and was 
seldom found at the preaching of the word: but if at any time 
I attended, it was either because the family were accustomed to 
hear, or through an undue attachment to created objects. At 
this time satan was my instructer, unto whom I too willingly 
yielded obedience; and, yet, however impure were my motives 
in hearing the gospel, I was often constrained to tremble under 
the word. For this reason | determined not to hear the 
Itinerant preachers, lest I should yield to the force of their 
arguments ; supposing it possible to hear the local preachers 
(of whom my brother was one,) and still enjoy my sinful 
pleasures. That satan might fully secure me to himself, he in- 
duced me to form an intimacy with a young person who, as 
my companion, was instrumental in strengthening my hands in 
wickedness, to whom I felt a greater attachment than to my own 
brothers, and through whose example and instructions I abound- 
ed in iniquity more than ever. In this state of dissipation and 
enmity against God, when the family have been attending the 
ordinances of God, I have frequently wandered into the woods 
and fields, inexpressibly miserable and wretched, and feeling, in 
an awful degree, the bitterness of sinning against God; for, 
though through the restraints of my parents, and the light which 
God had given me, I was in general preserved from notorious 
sins, yet great was my vileness before the Lord. 

‘‘ Being arrived at my eighteenth year, my intention was to 
have cast off the restraints of my parents, to follow the exam- 
pe of my companion in prodigality and dissipation, under the 

ope that at a future period, when the days of my youthful plea- 
sures were closed, | might reform my conduct, and give my 
heart to God. But at this time, the Holy Spirit, whose long- 
suffering had borne with my levity and trifling, convinced me 
deeply of sin, and of the necessity of a present salvation. 
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“On the 16th day of February, 1800, Mr. John Clarke came 
to preach at Peasmarsh. His text was Luke xxiii. 42, 43, 
‘Lord remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom,’ &c. 
and the sermon was rendered instrumental in alarming my fears, 
humbling my stubborn soul, and leading me to cry for mercy 
unto God. Being returned home from the preaching, the 
Spirit of God still more powerfully alarmed me; and the con- 
victions, under which | laboured for a short time, were brought 
to my remembrance. I opened the Bible, but the word was like 
a hammer, breaking the rock in pieces ; in consequence, I could 
only direct my prayer unto God; and, indeed, so intolerable 
was the burden of guilt under which] laboured, and so afflicting 
the retrospect of my past conduct, that in the most fervent 
manner | was constrained to agonize with God in prayer. I 
continued under the most unspeakable anguish of mind for three 
days, when the Lord, who never said to the seed of Jacob, 
‘seek ye me in vain,’ graciously favoured me with a sense of 
redemption, through the blood of Jesus, by forgiving all my 
sins. Being in the field, in the exercise of prayer, I heard, as 
it were, a voice, saying, ‘Ho! every one that thirsteth, let him 
come and drink of the waters of life freely ;? at which instant 
my soul was dissolved into contrition, and, for some moments, I 
remained speechless ; but, soon I cried out, ‘ Lord, I thirst ; 
shew me the waters:’ when by faith I beheld the Son of God 
evidently as crucified before me, was delivered of the burden of 

uilt, and was enabled to exclaim, ‘ Lord, | will praise thee, 
for though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, 
and thou now comfortest me.’ Thus was my darkness turned 
into light, and my mourning into joy, which was unspeakably 
great. I now no longer neglected Divine ordinances, but em- 
braced every opportunity of waiting upon God; yea, in him and 
in his ways was my delight; nevertheless, I was soon tempted 
to suppose that I was indulging a false peace ; hence 1 cried to 
God, who soon delivered me by applying, ‘Son, be of good 
cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee.’ ” i 

He now walked in the light of God’s reconciled countenance 
daily ; and in the contemplation of the works of creation, prov- 
idence, and grace, found unutterable delight. His deep and 
powerful conviction of sin had led him to see, that in an un- 
pardoned state he could not be safe, and hence he wrestled with 
God for redemption through the blood of the cross; and when 
afterwards brought into » and fear, lest he had deceived 
himself, he could not_lightly part with the sense of mercy.— 
Very possibly Mr. Buffer’s case may be read by some who have 
long seen their need of pardon, but have never, as yet, tasted 
that the Lord is gracious; or, who, through unnecessary reason- 
ings, have lost that lively sense of the Divine favour which they 
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once enjoyed. It would be well for such to recollect, that the 
remission of sins is an essential part of the great salvation ; be. 
cause, no unpardoned soul can enter heaven ; that, all the first 
Christians had a clear sense of the pardoning love of God, 
and thereby rejoiced in hope of the glory of God; that, every 
convinced sinner is called to possess the same happy ex- 
perience, inasmuch as the testimony of their peace and joy in 
believing, who first trusted in Christ, is left on record for the 
encouragement of all awakened sinners to the end of time ;_ and, 
lastly, admitting the indispensable obligation on every penitent 
to bring forth the fruits meet for repentance, by departing from 
sin and living unto God; yet, that the pardoning mercy of God 
is suspended on the condition of believing on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as the only immediate method of laying hold on the pro- 
mise of mercy, and receiving the witness of the Holy Spirit unto 
the knowledge of salvation by the remission of sins. Neither 
is it sufficient to attain the sense of pardon; but we are equally 
called to retain this grace unto the end. It is easy to exclaim, 
* Once in grace, always in grace!”’ or, “once justified, for ever 
justified !? But the Holy Spirit may be grieved; and, as the 
result, the witness of pardoning mercy be withdrawn. Mr. 
Butler himself, after having for some time enjoyed the comforts 
of genuine experience, in one instance painfully felt the dis- 
tressing consequences of giving way to sin, and for a time had 
the sentence of guilt and condemnation on his conscience. This 
declension, he says, “‘ was accompanied by such a degree of ob- 
duracy that, for some time, I neglected to acknowledge my evil ; 
and O, how great was the darkness in which I was now in- 
volved! But being satisfied by experience that mercy was with § 
the Lord, and being determined that if 1 perished it should be — 
at his footstool, I soon regained the light of his countenance.” FF 
Mr. Butler being again restored to the enjoyment of Divine & 
mercy, resolved to be doubly watchful, gave his heart fully to 
God, and continued to follow the Lord with due circumspection 
and perseverance unto the close of life. 
Several months after Mr. Butler’s recovery of the happy ex- 
erience he had lost, he found his mind strongly imprest that it 
was his duty to call sinners to repentance. On this subject he 
had many severe conflicts. Fearing to rush, uncalled of God, 
on an office and work the most awful and important that can be 
committed to man, he long resisted the impression ;_ yet he felt 
a tender concern for sinners, accompanied with a distressing 
apprehension, that by refusing to comply, with the impression on 
his mind, he should incur the Divine digpleasure ; and hence he 
yielded to the call that was given, and began to preach the doc- 
trines of the cross to his fellow-creatures, wherever the Lord 


opened his way. 
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It appears to have been about this time, though I cannot 
exactly ascertain the date, that he had his mind more fully 
enlightened to see the indispensable necessity of perfect holiness. 
The discovery of the remaining depravity of his heart was a 
revelation which pierced him through with many sorrows. But 
of all others, the strong propensity he felt to unholy anger was 
to him painful in the extreme : and, indeed, such was the force 
of this propensity, that, to use his own expression, “ It mattered 
not whether it had any object; and it was frequently no small 
difficulty to prevent its breaking out; so that | was under the 
necessity of carefully watching over my spirit, and seeking help 
from God.” For some time the discoveries he had of the re- 
maining evils, against which he struggled to get free, were so 
affecting to his mind, that he could scarcely expect the delive- 
rance he wanted until he should be made free from the body. 
But, by ‘reading with attention and much prayer to God, Mr. 
Fietcher’s Last Check to Antinomianism, my corrupt nature,” 
he says, “ became intolerably loathsome, and I was convinced 
that until a deliverance was effected, | should remain a stranger 
to that happiness which God designed me to enjoy.’”? He con- 
tinued to seek earnestly for the full renewal of his soul in righ- 
eousness, and rested not until, by faith in the purifying blood, 
and receiving a larger measure of the Spirit of Christ, he laid 
hold on the promise of a full deliverance from all sin. ‘ Then,”? 
he observes, “ were my affections supremely placed on God, and 
the language of my heart was, ‘ Whom have I in heaven but 
thee, and there is none upon earth that I desire besides thee.? 
My delight in his ways increased, the fear that hath, torment 
vanished, my confidence was firm, and my evidence bright for 
glory. Yea, hereby it was made manifest to me, that my pre- 
ceding experience was only a preparation for that felicity unto 
which I was now called.’? Such is his own account of the ef- 
fects of that grace which he had received; and let not any read- 
er, who is of a different opinion respecting the doctrine of entire 
sanctification, suppose that he was deceived, or thatthe expe- 
rience, which he relates, or the doctrine included in that expe- 
rience is not true. Rather let him believe the report of the 
Word of God on this head; let him search the Scriptures, lay- 
ing aside all prejudice and partiality, in the fear of God, with 
earnest prayer to understand this truth aright ; and, instead of 
disputing against this glorious doctrine, and attempting to shew 
with how little of the mind of Christ he may go to heaven, Jet 
him seek with all his heart, in lively expectation through faith in 
the blood of the cross, for the cleansing ‘efficacy of that precious 
blood ; and verily, as God and his word are true, and as there 
is an infinite efficacy in the blood and Spirit of our common 


Lord to save from all sin, he shall also prove by faith, that he 
Vout. IV. 29 
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who pardoneth sin is also equally willing to “cleanse from all 
unrighteousness.” 

Mr. Butler had been a local preacher about two years, when 
he was addressed by one of the travelling preachers on the 
circuit, in regard to his becoming an itinerant. This proposal 
was succeeded by some severe conflicts of mind respecting the 
will of God. He feared to run before he was sent, and to com- 
ply with the request ofa friend, while the approbation of his 
Divine Master was wanting. Hence he wrestled mightily with 
God to know his will, and committed himself to the disposal of 
him who alone could read his heart. In due time the way was 
opened. but attended with some difficulties : for, when he receiv- 
ed from the Conference a letter respecting his travelling, he met 
with a decided opposition from a very near quarter. ‘1 was,” 
he says, ‘‘ strenuously opposed by an affectionate father, whose 
conduct on the occasion indicated that his life was bound up in 
the presence of his son; and who, by his remonstrances, pre- 
vailed on me to refuse the request of the Conference. Bat I was 
convinced that I was sinning against the Lord; for no sooner had 
I put the letter into the post-office than the glory of God departed 
from me. I no longer retained a sense of his approbation, but 
laboured under an intolerable sense of guilt, a stranger to peace, 
until my father gave his consent to retract what I had said in my 
letter.” His retractation was accepted, and in the year 1802, 
he was appointed to the Lynn circuit. He entered on his 
work with an intention, if accepted, to abide therein; but, if 
otherwise to return to his father’s house. ‘I soon became,”? 
he says, ‘more sensible of my own ignorance, and of the great- 
ness and importance of the work in which I was engaged. I 
was severely tried from various quarters ; and | most assuredly 
should have relinquished my work, but having once felt the bit- 
terness of sinning against God in a similar case, I dared not to 
repeat it again. 

‘‘] was stationed, at the Manchester Conference, 1803, on 
the Thetford circuit. This year the Lord blessed the labours 
of his servants, and granted unto us to see a gradual prosperity 
of his work. 

“At the London Conference, 1804, I was removed to the 
city of Norwich. From a consciousness of my inability, I enter- 
ed on my circuit with fear and trembling ; but God granted me 
strength according to my day, and gave me favour in the eyes 
of the people. 

‘‘ From thence I was removed to Grimsby, in 1805, with Mr. 
Vaughan, with whom I had laboured at Thetford. ‘This was a 
prosperous year to both preachers and people, many being added 
to the Lord.” 
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In 1806 he was appointed to the Winterton circuit, in which 
it appears he was married to Miss H. Marshall. His next remove 
was to Lincoln, where, he observes, ‘‘ | spent two happy years, 
amongst an affectionate and pious people.” Their next remove 
was to Biggleswade ; after noticing which Mr. B. remarks, that 
Mrs. B. was to hima true help, and a useful member of society ; 
but that in about nine years from their marriage, she was taken 
away from him. This was a severe stroke to him; but he was, 
amidst the most distressing feelings and anxieties, enabled to 
look up to God for strength, and found that support and com- 
fort which his case required. 

Whilst Mr. Butler was stationed in the Ipswich circuit, he 
took a violent cold, in the foggy weather of November, 1817, 
but continued to preach till January, 1818, when his voice and 
strength failed him. ‘The severity of his cough occasioned the 
rupture of a blood-vessel, from the effects of which he never 
recovered. Hence, in January, his brother, Mr. E. Butler, of 
Peasmarsh, brought him home to his own house in the Rye 
circuit, where he died. When I visited him, he was so extremely 
weak that it was but little that he could say on any subject; yet 
he evidently possessed his soul in peace; and, from the begin- 
ning to the close of his last illness, found his mind comforted in 
the retrospect of past mercies, and in the view of an approach- 
ing immortality. The truth and importance of Christianity, his 
recollection of the early impressions made by the Holy Spirit 
upon his mind, his call to the work of the ministry, the many 
blessings he had received therein, together with the prospect of 
eternal glory, appear to have yielded him matter for meditation ; 
and, on the ground of his personal interest in these, he distinctly 
notices the consolation he received. For a short time after his 
arrival at Peasmarsh he seemed to revive, but the issue proved 
that the last stage of his complaint had taken place; and he was 
compelled to give up the hope of life. Yet, not the hope ofa 
life beyond the grave; for, admitting the extreme weakness of 
his frame, his soul was, as he advanced towards eternity, not 
seldom enraptured with the abundant consolations of the grace 
he enjoyed. On these, his brother remarks, that ‘ One day his 
sister said to him, that if he recovered he would deceive all his 
friends ; he answered, ‘ Well, heaven is before me.’ At another 
time he said, ‘ Were I to speak or write all my thoughts, it 
would wear me out. I have been thinking of our glorious 
Head, that he ascended into the heavens, and he will also bring 
us thither. ‘These poor bodies must go to the grave until the 
resurrection, when they will be raised glorious bodies, and our 
spirits return with our Redeemer and inhabit them.”’ 

March. 27. After a restless night of coughing, he saia, “ 
can recount the dealings of God with my soul. My foundatior 
























iz A PARAPHRASE UPON ROMANS Xe 


‘ee is Jesus, whom I now find precious, by whom I am reconciled 
es ae to God; and though incomprehensible now, I expect to behold 
| all him in glory for ever; and in heaven grow into a conformity, 
and consequently a greater nearness to him, to all eternity, 
Though I have been an insignificant trifle, going about a little, 1 
hope I have not been a mere shadow in his church; and yet, 
ae this is not my foundation, but the mercy of God, and the merits 
nik, of Christ, whose presence now comforts me, and through whom 
Ag HE 1 look for all that is calculated to constitute my bliss for ever.” 
He On the evening before his departure he said, “‘ My body trem- 
bles, but my soul is fixed on Jesus, whom I know to be my 
Saviour.”? In this state of mind he remained to the last, when, 
on the 30th of March, he fled to the rest which remaineth for 
the people of God. 


v Scripture UWustrated. 


Communicated for the Methodist Magazine. 


‘‘ How can they preach except they be sent?” Romans x. 


Ir has been usual to refer this “sent, as importing sent of 
God; but besides its not so reading, it is thought the context 
proves it means sent by the Church. If this idea can be sus- 
tained in the following paraphrase of the 10th chapter of Ro- 
mans, will it not present an interesting text for a Missionary 
Sermon ? 

Verses. 

4. ‘Christ is the end of the law, for (personal) righteous- 

7, 8. ness to every onc that believeth.” ‘‘ For the righteous- 
ness thatis of Faith,’ is not difficult of attainment, but it 
brings *“‘the word nigh thee even in thy mouth and in th 
heart, so that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, (for with the mouth confession is made unto salva- 
tion) and shalt believe in thine heart that God raised him 
from the dead, (for with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness) thou shalt be saved—and as “ there is no 
difference between the Jew and the Greek,’ whosoever shall 

10. call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ But 

13. behold! free and easy as it is, * how shall the Greek or 

the Gentile call upon him, in whom they have not believ- 
i4, ed?” and, ‘ how shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear without a Preach- 
er. and how shall they preach except they be sent’? by 
the elders of the church, as their chosen men?* Then 


« 3ee two cases of sending Paul and Barnabas, Acts xiii. 2, 3. and xv. 22, 25. 
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shall they “ rejoice for the consolation” and say (as it is 


. written) ‘ beautiful are the feet of them that preach to us, 


the gospel of peace, and bring unto our ears the glad ti- 
dings of good things!” Thus comes ther faith; for 


. “faith cometh by hearing’? (them) “and hearing by the 


word of God,’? which they preach. 

We must thus send the Gospel, because millions are 
yet without even hearing of it; and therefore, “they have 
not all obeyed the Gospel,” and therefore “ Esaias truly 
said, Lord, who hath believed our report.”’ But, ‘J say, 
have they not already heard” (in a degree, in such 
sense, as the Psalmist xix. 4. has expressed it, to wit:) 
‘‘ their line (that is, the display of God’s handy work in 
the firmament, which is a voice heard by all people) is 
gone out, through all the earth, and their words to the 
end of the world.”” J therefore (Paul) in writing to you 
Hebrews at Rome, my proselytes, beseech you to consider 
if “ this calling in of the Gentiles, is by any means the 
casting away (as ye have feared) of God's peculiar peo- 
ple, which ye are” of birthright. IJ reply by asking you, 
‘‘Did not Israel (your fore-fathers) know’? by both Mo- 
ses and Elias, that these things should be so? Truly, 
Esaias did say, because, ‘all day long I stretched forth 
my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people”— 


. ©] will be found of them that sought me not, I will be 


made manifest unto them that asked not after me,” and, 
so Moses also before had said, “1 will provoke you to 
jealousy by them that are no people, and by a foolish na- 
tion (such as the heathen are) | will anger you” i. e. by 


them I will excite you to emulation. J. T. W. 
LD SC Cyrene 
The Attributes of God Displayed. 





From the London Methodist Magazine. 
T'o the Editor of the Methodist Magazine. 


Sir, 


SHoutp you deem the following extract from M‘Keevor’s 


Voyage to Hudson’s Bay, worthy a place in your excellent 
miscellany, its insertion, when convenient, will oblige, yours, &c. 
Nottingham, December, 1819. 


‘‘ While sailing through the straggling ice, one of the men on 


the quarter-deck observed, at a few yards distant, a silver bear, 
and her two young cubs. The captain immediately ordered the 
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ae to be lowered, and muskets, pistols, cutlasses, &c. to 
+ got in readiness. All things being prepared, Mr. Fidler, 
Mr. Cockwell, the first mate, with one or two more, set out 
in pursuit of them. We were all leaning over the deck, 
wiitiny with the greatest anxiety for the interesting scene that 
we expected to witness. They had not got many yards from 
the vessel, when I beheld a very affecting sight. The mother, 
observing their approach, and aware of their intention, set up a 
most doleful cry, and presently clasped her two young ones 
within her fore paws. First she would look at one, then at the 
other, and again resume her piteous cry. Perceiving the men 
approach still nearer, she got them on her back, and dived under 
water to a considerable distance: when exh-usted, she made to 
the ice for shelter. This she did several successive times. ‘The 
gentlemen who went out for the purpose of shooting her, were 
so justly affected at the sight, that they hum«nely returned to the 
ship without discharging their muskets. Still, however, the 
poor bear apprehended danger. After getting on a detached 
piece of ice, she again clasped her young ones with the greatest 
tenderness, and continued her heart-melting cries. In «bout 
ten minutes, another party, not subject to the same correct 
sensibility as the former, went in pursuit of her. Immediately 
on observing this, she again took her young on her back ; one 
time geiting under water; at another, escaping to the ice for 
refuge. When the party had got within a short distance of her, 
they all fired) The mother, however, had covered her young 
cubs so effectually, that she alone was wounded, one of the balls 
entering her chest. The scene that followed was. if possible, 
still more affecting than that we had already witnessed. 

“Though mortally wounded, she retained within her fond 
embraces iat tender young. It looked as though the iron grasp 
of death could not tear asunder those ties of affection which 
bound her to them. Still she would fondly gaze at the one, then 
at the other, occasionally renewing her piteous cries which had 
now become much more feeble. But the purple current of life 
was ebbing fist through the wound: her sides heaved—her eye 
became glassy and dim—she looked at her young ones—gave a 
convulsive sob—laid down her head, and sktlned ' 

“ After this, they had no difficulty in taking the young cubs. 
They in vain, however, endeavoured to loose them from their 
parent’s embraces. Even while dragging her up the side of the 
vessel they still kept their hold. When they had got her on 
board she was immediately skinned ; when the skin was removed 
they put it into the cage which had been prepared for the young 
cubs. As they roared most hideously from the time they were 
torn from the mother, we were in hopes that this might pacify 
them; and it did so; it was no sooner introduced than they laid 
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their heads down upon it, and growled in a very affecting manner 
when any one attempted to touch it, they roared very loud, and 
appeared much more irritable than usual. They were brought 
home, and sold in London at a very high price. 

When detached from its young, how very different is the char- 
acter of the polar bear from that I have just described; it is 
then a most formidable animal, being apparently the natural 
lord of those frozen regions Every other animal shudders at 
his approach, considering it as a signal for immediate destruc- 
tion. The seals either retire to their sub-marine dwellings, or 
conceal themselves in the crevices of the ice-islands, while the 
bear, stalking along with solemn majesty, faces the breeze, raises 
his head, and snuffs the passing scent, whereby he discovers the 
nearest route to his odorous banquet. A favourite poet, with 
great truth and beauty, thus describes the march of this formi- 
dable animal: 


‘¢ There, through the piny forest, half absorbed, 
Rough tenant of those shades, the shapeless bear, 
With dangling ice, all horrid, stalks forlorn, 

Slow pac’d, and sourer as the storms increase, 

He makes his bed beneath the inclement drift, 
And with stern patience, scorning weak complaint, 
Hardens his heart against assailing want.” 


They are possessed of such uncommon strength, and defend 
themselves, when beset, with such extraordinary obstinacy, that 
even the natives of the country never venture to attack them but 
in parties of eight or ten, and even then are often defeated with 
the loss of one or more of their number. Though to a skilful 
rifleman the danger is very much diminished, the bear is still an 
animal of tremendous strength and fierceness, as will appear from 
the following adventure :—Captain Lewis tells us, that one 
evening the men in the hindermost of the canoes discovered a 
large silver bear, lying in the open grounds about 300 paces 
from the river. Six of them, all good hunters, set out to attack 
him, and concealing themselves by a small eminence, came un- 
perceived within forty paces of him. Four of them now fired, 
and each lodged a ball in his body, two of them directly through 
the lungs. The justly enraged animal sprung up, and ran 
open-mouthed at them. As he came near, the two hunters who 
had reserved their fire gave him two wounds, one of which, 
breaking his shoulder, retarded his motion for a moment; but 
before they could re-load he was so near that they were obliged 
to run to the river, and before they reached it he had almost 
overtaken them. Two jumped into the canoe, the other four 
Separated, and concealing themselves in the willows, fired as 
fast as each could load. They struck him several times, but 
they only exasperated him ; and he at last pursued two of them 
30 closely, that they jumped down a perpendicular bank of 
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20 feet into the river; the bear sprang after them, and was 
within a few paces from the hindmost, when one of the hunters 
on shore shot him in the head and killed him. They dragged 
him on shore and found that eight balls had passed through his 
body in different directions. Frequently they attack, and even at- 
tempt to board armed vessels at a great distance from the shore, 
and are sometimes repelled with great difficulty. While on 
land, they prey on foxes, hares, mattins, and young birds ; they 
also eat various kinds of berries, which they may chance to find 
while ranging through the trackless desert. During these ex- 
cursions they not untrequently enter the habitations of the na- 
tives, and carry off one of the party. Mr. Howes, one of the 
inland governors, mentioned to me, that one evening he and 
nis companions were sitting in their wigwam, enjoying a so- 
cial hour after a hard day’s hunting, when, on a sudden, they 
found one of their party to disappear. A white bear had, 
in fact, carried him off by the skirt of his coat. They all 
immediately sallied out in pursuit of him, which, when the bear 
observed, he instantly dropped his prey, and made off into the 
woods. It is said that the best mode of repelling them on these 
occasions is by the smell of burnt feathers. During the sum- 
mer months, being allured by the scent of the carcases of whales, 
seals, &c. they venture out onthe ice. They have been seen on 
those islands at the distance of more than eighty miles from land, 
preying and feeding as they float along. During the winter 
they retire and immerse themselves deep beneath the snow, 
where they pass the long and dreary arctic winter, and do not 
again appear until the return of spring. 

The whole animal is white, except on the point of the nose 
and the claws, which are of a deep black colour; the ears are 
small and sharp, and the eye small and of a deep jet black ; the 
hair is of a great length, and the limbs are of an enormous size, 
and of a very unseemly shape. [ tasted the flesh of the one we 
killed, and think it by no means bad eating. It had, however, 
a fishy taste. The paw, when dried and smoked, is considered 
a delicious morsel. Among the Chinese, the flesh is considered 
as one of the greatest rarities, insomuch that, as Du Haldy in- 
forms us, the emperor will send fifty or a hundred leagues into 
Tartary to procure them for a great entertainment. At the ap- 
proach of winter they become extremely fat; a hundred pounds 
have been taken from a single beast at this time of the year. 
‘Their skins are used for a variety of purposes. By the Esqui- 
meaux they are used for the purpose of making boots, shoes, 
and other articles of dress. In this country they are sold prin- 
cipally for covers of coach-boxes. The length of one whose 
history | have related, measured thirteen feet. The tendons, 
when split, are used by the Esquimeaux as a substitute for 
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thread; for which purpose, if we might judge by the neatness 
of their workmanship, it answers admirably. They appear 
to be confined to the coldest part of our globe, being found as 
far north as any navigators have yet been able to penetrate. 


The Grace of God Manifested. 


a oeenne seemed 


From the London Methodist Magazine. 


ACCOUNT OF THE PIOUS LIFE AND HAPPY DEATH OF MRS. JANE 
JEFFS, OF GLOUCESTER. 


Written by her Husband. 
(Concluded from page 138.) 


Art the commencement of this her last illness she observed, 
that she believed this affliction would terminate in death, for 
she never found her affections more loosened from earth,—al- 
luding to the tie she felt on former occasions on leaving her dear 
Joseph in his afflicted state,—adding, she knew the Lord would 
graciously support her dear Jeffs. During the first fortnight, 
her disorder fluctuated, and sometimes hopes were entertained 
of her recovery ; and few, I believe, expected any thing to the 
contrary. She remained perfectly resigned to the will of her 
heavenly Father, trusting, as she expressed herself, in a faithful 
covenant-keeping God. She had many very profitable interviews 
with her Christian friends who came to see her, and I believe 
her conversation was blessed to several. Prayer was daily 
made in her behalf, both in the congregation and among indi- 
viduals; but the Lord knew what was best for her. 

To one of her kind friends, (after she had been bled, and for 
some time hanging as it were between life and death,) she said, 
‘“‘How increasingly happy I feel myself, my cup of joy runneth 


over. 
‘O for a thousand tongues, 


On all the world to call.’ ” 

During the third week, she seemed every day, until Saturday, 
to get somewhat better ; but in the afternoon, or rather the eye- 
ning of that day, she grew much worse, and experienced a pain- 
ful night both in her back and sides, but exclaimed, 

‘¢ Round me and beneath are spread 
The everlasting arms.” 

She frequently said to me, ‘How good the Lord is! Don’t 
grieve, it will be but a little while before we meet again.”” To 
one of her friends whe came to sit with her, she pointed out 

Vor. TV 23 
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some lines, (written by a preacher’s wife eenrenens her hus- 
band,who took a share in all,her afflictions,) as strictly applica- 
ble to me. But, lest it should be thought I wish to praise my- 
self, | forbear to mention them. Looking steadfastly at me she 
said, “ The Lord will support you—weep not.” 

On Sunday, Jan. 31st, she was very ill indeed, her sufferings 
were very great ; and wishing me not to witness them, she beg- 
ged me to go to the lovefeast, praying it might be a feast of 
ove to our souls. While I was there, her pain being very 
great, she said to her constant friend, ‘1 fear my pain of body 
keeps me from glorifying my God.’ Her friend said, “ The 
enemy knows our weakest part; I don’t know what you can do 
more than lie so resigned under such heavy afflictions. When 
you are able, you are continually speaking of the praises of God. 
The Lord knows whereof you are made; he remembers that we 
are but dust; Christ is not an High Priest who cannot be touch- 
ed with the feelings of our infirmities, but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”? ‘“ Yes,” said my 
dear wife, ‘‘and in a measure feels afresh what every member 
bears ;”’ 

‘‘ His love is as great as his power, 
And neither knows measure nor end.” 

She passed a suffering night, and on Monday her pain in her 
side and back was very acute; a large blister was applied, 
which gave her some little ease. In the midst of her pain, she 
said, ** The mortal conflict will soon be over. it is but a mo- 
inent, and a moment will not always last. There is a river, 
the streams whereof make glad the city of God.” She contin- 
ued growing much worse until Wednesday morning, when we all 
thought that day would put a period to all her sufferings. She re- 
quested me to go into the adjoining room and pray to the Lord 
that he would be pleased to grant her an easy passage. When 
| returned, she said, ‘* Well, my love, has the Lord given youa 
promise forme.” I said, ‘ Yes, my dear, when your heart and 
flesh faileth, God will he the strength of your heart and your 
portion for ever. Inhis presence there is fulness of joy, &c. 
His rod and his staff shall comfort you.”? She said, “ It is 
well.”’ In the evening she requested me to read the whole of 
that hymn in the 275th page, beginning with ‘ Omnipresent 
God, whose aid ;”? and was able to repeat good part of it her- 
self, and found comfort therein. She requested me to talk to 
her of the love of Jesus. I said, ‘‘ My dear, his love is with- 
out a bottom ora shore.”? ‘ Yes,” said she, 


‘¢ Safe in thy arms Ill lay me down, 
Thy everlasting arms of love.” 


She then bid me read the 43d chapter of Isaiah. While I was 
veading the verses with which the Lord first set her soul at liberty. 
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she exclaimed, “‘ That promise has been applied to my mind 
thousands of times, even in my darkest moments.” ‘‘ Yes,” 
said I, “and you find it still applied.”” She added, “For up- 
wards of thirty years I have known that God is mine and I am 
his: what can I want beside. He will never leave me nor for- 
sake me; 

‘fn my heavenly Father’s arms 

! shall resign my breath ; 
And lose my life amidst the charms 
Of so Divine a death.’ ” 

{ sat up with her the whole of the night ; she had not much rest, 
but was truly happy. In the mean time the enemy of my soul 
was levelling his fiery darts at me, and the powers of darkness 
seemed, for a while, to be let loose upon me. She looked at me 
with a smile, as though she could read what I was conflicting 
with ; and said, ina manner I shall never forget, 

‘‘ God is thine, disdain to fear 

The enemy within,” &c. 
This was a word in season, and I repaired to the throne of 
grace, and found deliverance nigh. 

While we were talking together of the love of God, and al- 
luding to her approaching happy change, I said, * Jesus hath 
done ail things well.» “ Yes,’ said she, “ Christ Jesus hath 
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers, and an abundant 
entrance shall be administered, &c. O what an expression—an 
abundant entrance—Jesus hath even perfumed the grave for us. 
He is an advocate every way suited to our necessities.””—She 
took an affectionate leave of several who came to see her, and — 
gave to each a suitable portion of Scriptural advice. | feared it 
raight be too much for her, but her kind friends would not have 
been satisfied without seeing her; and she bore it far better than 
my expectation. Toone of her class, whose spiritual prosperity 
she longed for, and over whom she had watched with a god] 
jealousy, she said, “‘Seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all other things shall be added ;”’ adding, “I 
feel for you, but | must leave you to God and the word of his 
grace.”? 

After this she seemed to revive a little, and she said to me, ‘] 
don’t wish any thing to be said about me by way of a funeral 
sermon ;—it is by the grace of God ] am what! am; I feel | am 
a sinner saved by grace.” | said, ‘* Well, my dear, ] wish to 
do every thing agreeable to your mind, only | think it may be 
likely todo good.” ‘ Well, you tell Mr. Byron what I say, and 
[ shall leave it to his and your better judgment.” She kindly 
thanked her nurse, and all who attended her, expressing great 
satisfaction in every thing that was done for her. She clasped 
the hand of her medica! attendant, and kindly blessed him for 
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all his attentive services to her, praying that the Lord would 
grant them a happy meeting in heaven. And, to his praise be 
it spoken, he constantly waited upon her with as much filial af- 
fection and tenderness, as though she had been his own parent. 

Thursday she had some little sleep, but through excessive 
weakness, could speak but very little. She was parched with 
continual thirst, and suffering considerable pain thereby she 
said, ‘* Give me some water, | could drink a large draught.” 
And when it was given her she said, “*O how good.” And con- 
trasting her sufferings with those of her dear Jesus, she exclaim- 
ed, * This is not vinegar and yall ; 

‘ Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are ; 


While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there. 


in the evening I said, “ My dear, Mrs. Byron desires her love 
to you; she would have been glad if the Lord had seen fit for 
vou to have been raised again to his church and your own class ; 
if it had been only for you to sit among them to tell them of the 
Jove of Jesus, and exhort them like the apostle, by saying, ‘ Lit- 
tle children, love one another,’ it would have been a mean of 
doing them good.’? She expressed her gratitude, and said, 
‘Give my dying love to Mrs. Byron; she is a most affectionate 
woman.” ‘ Yes, my dear,”’ said I, “ she loves you, and so do 
your Christian friends, who all unite in love to you.”’ J] added, 
‘‘ Jesus loves you.”? “ Yes,” said she, “ that is best of all; 


ee 


‘ God is love, | know, I feel, 


Jesus weeps, and loves me still.’ ”’ 


To her brother, the salvation of whose soul lay near her heart, 
though she was scarcely able to speak, she said, ‘Seek the Lord, 
and hope in him, and we shall meet again.’”? He is a son and 
brother of many prayers.— To her sister, when weeping round 
her bed, she said, ‘* Weep not for me.”” To another weeping 
friend, ‘* Angels invisible are attending round.” 

On Friday she remained part of the day quite easy. At one 
time she raised her voice and said, 

“*Q for a trumpet’s voice, 
On all the world to call; 
To bid their hearts rejoice 
In him who died for all,”’ &c. 

About half past twelve o’clock she requested me to support 
her; I did as she desired me, and she said, “I find Jesus in- 
creasingly precious, and cried out, 

‘ Then in a nobler sweeter song, 
Ill sing thy power to save ; 

When this poor lisping stammering tongue, 
Lies silent in the grave.’ * , 
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‘ Yes,”? said J, 
“¢ And when to that bright world we rise, 
To claim our mansion in the skies, 


This note above the rest shall swell— 

Our Jesus hath done all things well.” — 
At one time she said, ** Why are his chariot wheels so long in 
coming ?”? I answered, ‘‘He will surely come, and will not 
tarry.”? ‘ Yes,” she exclaimed, “ the Lord’s time is the best 
time; ‘We have a building of God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens,’ ” repeating, “‘ made without 
hands.”? She slept some hours during the night. When I puta 

uestion to her relative to the state of her mind, whether she still 

found herself happy, she said, “ Yes, Jesus is increasingly pre- 
cious. It would be the highest act of ingratitude to doubt the 
goodness of God after so many years experience of his love. 
It would be a God-dishonouring sin.” 

About ten o’clock on rie te morning preparations were 
made to get her out of bed. This being done, and she bein 
laid down in bed again, according to her directions, she said 
‘©O bless the Lord! how comfortably it is all done. O how 
easy; praise the Lord.” She then quietly reclined her dying 
head, and sweetly fell asleep in the arms of her blessed Jesus, 
about half past eleven o’clock on Saturday morning, Feb. 6, 
1819, in the 46th year of her age. As she lived, so she died,— 
happy in the love of God, in love and peace with all that com- 
posed the true church of Christ, and bore his image, of every 
denomination, and in peace and charity with all mankind. 

It may be asked, ‘‘ Had she no defects or imperfections ?° 
To such inquiries, I would say, ‘“ Yes, she was conscious of 
many-in herself. But as | seldom witnessed any, [ hope I shall 
be spared the pains of even endeavouring to recollect them, 
much more of reciting them. Suffice it to say, she being con- 
scious of them herself, carried them to the foot of the cross, 
humbly deplored them before God, obtained pardon through 
the blood of atonement, and finally deliverance from them 
through faith in Christ Jesus our Lord. View her in what 
relation of life we may, in various respects she was worthy of 
our imitation, Whena child, she was most dutiful to her pa- 
rents, loving to the other members of the family ; and as she 
grew older, earnestly prayed for the salvation of their souls.— 
As a friend, she was firm and constant in her attachments; asa 
wife and mother, she was the most tender, loving and affection- 
ate; and in the church, whether considered as a private mem- 
ber, or class-leader, she was humble, pious, and useful. ‘The 
members of her class recollect well her fervent prayers, her 
faithful admonitions, her encouraging and scriptural exhorta- 
‘tons ; and they knew likewise it was a maxim with her. 
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‘* Never to use the harsher way, 
If love would do the deed.” 


What I have written I conceive to be justly due to her memo- 
ry. I conclude by saying, ‘‘ She being dead, yet speaketh.” 
7 Saying § 
Gloucester, Feb. 12, 1819. SAMUEL JEFFs. 
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For the Methodist Magazine. 


ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS ON CONSISTENCY OF CHARACTER, 


To trace effects to their causes, and where a combination of 
causes are at work to assign to each its peculiar place, so as to 
arrive at safe conclusions, requires a compass of knowledge, 
acquired by that deep and laborious research, which falls with- 
in the province of but few rare geniuses. It so happens, how- 
ever, that, in many instances, the causes which produce certain 
effects are more obvious, and a man needs but little acquaint- 
ance with the operations of nature, or a small portion of accu- 
rate observation of human beings, to account, upon the com- 
mon principles of ratiocination, both for the one and the other. 

There is no maxim, within the whole circle of philosophical 
truths, which admits of clearer demonstration than the follow- 
ing ;—That the same causes, under the same circumstances, uni- 
formly produce the same effects. When we apply this maxim te 


‘moral, it will be found equally true as when applied to physical 


principles. As fire uniformly emits light and heat, so does in- 
consistency of conduct excite disgust, call forth the censures 
of the well-instructed, and produce deleterious effects upon the 
morals of society ; and more especially that kind of inconsisten- 
cy which is exemplificd by those who profess faith in Christian- 
ity, while their moral deportment is a flagrant violation of its 
holy requirements. 

What was it, for instance, which gave birth to that huge moun- 
tain of infidelity, which, in the last century, vomited out its 
destructive lava over the populous plains of Christendom, 
sweeping away, in its mighty course, whole kingdoms, with 
their cities and villages? This burning mountain was raised by 
a gradual accumulation of abuses and absurdities, which men, 
under the awful sanction of the Christian name and Christian 
Priesthood, had superadded, (O! dreadful appendages) to the 
pure system of Christianity. Viewing popery as interwoven, 
more or less, with all the civil institutions of Europe; pervert- 
ing the understandings and enslaving the consciences of all 
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classes of men; breathing a spirit of intolerance, and barring 
the intellectual world from the light of science, and from free- 
dom of inquiry ; and considering, also, that this ill-shapen sys- 
tem of religion, debased by superstition, and blindfolded by 
ignorance, was identified with Christianity itself; seeing, more- 
over, that most of its advocates and adherents were sunk into 
vice, and were become the mere mercenary supporters of a sys- 
tem of corruption; such men as Wieshaupt of Germany, D’AI- 
embert, Voltaire, Rosseaa, and Volney of France, Hume and 
Gibbon of Great-Britain, Frederick of Prussia, and Paine of 
America; arming themselves with weapons scraped from the 
arsenal of infidelity, commenced their rude attack upon the 
Church, aiming, at the same time, a deadly blow at those mon- 
archies, which lent their influence to support, what these infatu- 
ated men erroneously considered to be Christianity. Their fu- 
rious passions, being inflamed with the fire of hell, raged with 
infernal enmity! ‘Fhus the inconsistencies of popery, that is to 
say, the absurd dogmas of men, who made the Church a bank 
for the support of sinecures, who fed their voluptuous passions 
by means of this sacrilegious revenue, became the hot-bed of 
infidelity. Though, from the acuteness of their intellectual 
powers, one would suppose, that these men might have discrim- 
inated between that system of doctrine and ordinances which 
was of divine appointment, and those corrupt appendages which 
were of human origin, yet they did not; and hence, confound- 
ing the ‘chaff with the wheat,” and impelled on by their vo- 
racious appetites, which were in direct hostility to the self-de- 
nying requirements of the Gospel, they greedily devoured every 
thing before them, not sparing even the innocent babe of Beth- 
lehem. O inconsistency! Shalt thou not be responsible for 
some of the destructive effects of the fire of infidelity ? 

It matters not under what name inconsistency shew itself, 
nor what specific form it may assume; whether it mask itself 
under the habiliments of Popery, Protestantism, Mahometanism, 
or Heathenism; or appear under the more winning names of 
Arminianism or Calvinism; its effects are the same. But when 
we embrace truth in general terms, and then draw an erroneous 
conclusion from it, the natural tendency of which is to grant li- 
cence to sinful propensities, the source of the inconsistency, 
_ being more occult, is less easily detected, while the conduct it- 
self is equally glaring and pernicious. But if this conclusion 
manifestly leads to the indulgence of those passions and ap- 
petites, which are congenial to fallen nature, it becomes truly 
alarming to the pious mind. 

The truth of these observations will be best illustrated in the 
heliefand conduct of Incontinens. 
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Blessed by the God of providence with an elevated genius 
and cultivated under the tuition of a skilful master, he early 
exhibited those rare intellectual qualities which excited in the 
minds of his friends just anticipations of his future greatness. 
But, unhappily for himself and the world, he, at that period of 
life when the mind, tender and flexible, is susceptible of the 
slightest touches, imbibed that principle of philosophy which 
teaches that one eternal law uniformly rules the universe; and 
that this, receiving its direction in the first place from the Crea- 
tor of the world, operates, in every instance, according to the 
Divine Mind, and that its ultimate result, in every respect, is 
pleasing to God. 

Under the influence of this evil-engendering principle, he ar- 
rived to that state of maturity, in which he claimed the right of 
thinking for himself. Casting his eyes abroad upon the mighty 
empire of creation, he was sensibly struck with the admirable 
marks of omnipotence and wisdom which he beheld in the struc- 
ture of the universe ; and rejoiced to find his previous belief 
confirmed by the inferences his own mind could now draw from 
existing facts. He, therefore, understandingly believed in one 
God. By turning over the volume of natural religion, and 
exainining it with candid criticism, he soon perceived its de- 
fects; and hence, being directed in his inquiries by Evangelus, 
he dipt with eagerness into the book of revelation, surveyed its 
external and internal evidence; and, as might be expected ina 
mind like his, he soon perceived those commanding evidences ot 
truth, which gained the assent of his understanding. He did not 
stop here. Following the vein now opened to his eager inspec- 
tion, he soon descended to that rich mine, where all the gems of 

recious truths, unfolded in the inspired volume, cast forth their 
bright scintillations, and almost overpowered him with their reful- 

ence. Heischarmed! He is captivated! But, the first sensations 
subsiding, a strange hesitancy begins to distract his mind. At 
one time he Is ready to throw himself at the feet of the adorable 
Saviour, and make a total surrender of all his passions for sen- 
sual pleasure, which ere this, had gained an unhappy prepon- 
derence over his mind. Then he finds a powerful excitement 
in his heart, originating from a source he little suspected, 
prompting him to resist the convictions of truth, and to follow 
the dictates of his corrupt inclinations. Here he paused—he 
reflected—an involuntary sigh betrayed the agitation of his 
mind. He found himself powerfully drawn by two opposing 
motives. Truth had found its way to his understanding, and 
it enforced its unbending demands by all the authority of its Sa- 
cred Author; but his pride and his passions, unwilling to un- 
loose their grasp, held him under their domineering influence. 
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Happy would it have been for Jncontinens, if, in this perilous 
situation, he had been favoured with that friend to mankind, 
Evangelus—Consentaneus. This consistent Evangelist might 
have developed the plan of redemption in all its excellencies ; 
shewn him the compatibility of the Divine government with 
human liberty; might have pointed him to the universality of 
the Saviour’s love, and have reconciled to his dubious mind 
salvation by grace with human responsibility. 

Not, however, being thus favoured, and still being under the 
influence of that fatal doctrine before mentioned, he insensibly 
sunk down into a stoical belief that all things were prefixed by 
God, and therefore it was useless for him to undertake either to 
disarm Omnipotence of his power, or to resist his uncontroula- 
ble decree. Incorporating this principle of his religious creed 
with his received system of philosophy, his penetrating mind 
could hardly avoid perceiving the inference necessarily flowing 
from it. He reasoned thus :—If all things result from the uni- 
form operation of a law emanating from the Infinite Mind, per- 
fectly subserving His wise and benevolent purpose; and if I 
am included among the number of those who are to be objects 
of his eternal delight, I shall finally enjoy the felicities of the fu- 
ture world, drunk or sober, in this! This revolting conclusion, 
though perfectly compatible with the principle of fatality he 
had adopted, is in flat contradiction to the general, nay, | may 
say, to every part of the system of Christianity he had embraced. 
One powerful plea it had in its favour:—Though the grasp 
which truth had upon his conscience made him suspect, some- 
times, the permanency of his foundation, yet the conclusion on 
which he settled gave permission for the predominant opera- 
tion of those sanguinary passions, which now loudly called for 
gratification. 

An inconsistency, however, somewhat peculiar, served to 
restrain him in some measure. A regard to decency of char- 
acter, which, in an age when Christianity is exalted to hon- 
our by the voice of the majority, he found it his interest to 
maintain, furnished him with a seasonable check, and tend- 
ed not a little to induce a practical refutation of his dangerous 
principle. Sometimes, however, when a favourable opportu- 
nity will shield him from public observation, he indulges his 
favourite pursuits without restraint. If at any time his quiet 
is disturbed by the stingings of an accusing conscience, his 
adopted principle, that all things are in conformity to the 
council of God, operates like a charm, silences the reproving 
language of his conscience, and produces a temporary calm ia 
his breast. I say temporary; for, in spite of his philosophy, 
which he now considers somewhat refined and sublimated by 
the fire of Christianity, the rays of eternal truth will sometimes 
Vor. IV. 24 
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penetrate his soul, and make him suspect the soundness of his 
belief, and cause him to long for deliverance. Under these im- 
pressions he becomes restless. But an antidote is furnished. 
In the hands of some men, under high professions of learning 
and sanctity, the application of the above doctrine to his case, 
removes his apprehensions ; for they tell him, that the time may 
not have yet arrived for his true conversion to God; or if a 
child of grace according to election, the old man is not yet cru- 
cified, nor will be, until death destroy the union between the 
soul and body ; and therefore he must content himself by wait- 
ing patiently,—though impatience is one of the evils with which 
he must contend through life,—until the time appointed come 
for bis deliverance. 

Under the lulling effects of this moral anodyne, as quietly as 
he can he dozes, though frequently aroused by the flashes of 
truth, accompanied with those thundering declarations of God’s 
word which threaten the unholy with everlasting destruction. 
At other times he gives full scope to his inclinations for sensual 
gratification, and strives to shield himself from blame by resort- 
ing to the leading principle of his philosophical and religious 
creed, which assures him that all things are as fixed as the 
Throne of God, and are continually tending to the ultimate good 
of the human family. While under this belief, he naturally con- 
cludes that it is vain to attempt a reformation, as he cannot al- 
ter, by his puny attempts, the original designs of Omnipotence. 

Now, though his passions approve of his conclusion, yet, at 
times, his conscience, not yet cauterized by sin, strongly remon- 
strates against it; and he cannot help perceiving, such are his 
mental improvements, that the principle he has embraced, if 
followed in its legitimate consequences, is destructive of all mo- 
rality. Those great moral principles which bind mankind to 
reciprocate the laws of justice and mercy in their intercourse 
with each other, unloose their hold upon the conscience; and 
that which has been denominated vice, by the common voice of 
mankind, and above all, by the voice of God in His word, is no 
more than the effect of an antecedaneous decree of that God who 
is righteous in all his ways! And were it not for the many ex- 
press declarations of scripture to the contrary, Incontinens would 
pursue the consequences of his principle to their fullest extent, 
and to which it naturally leads, by denying an hereafter punish- 
ment altogether. 

Here then is an inconsistency which owes its existence to a 
man’s embracing the truth in general terms, because such is the 
strength of evidence in its favour that he cannot resist it; and 
yet drawing particular conclusions from it destructive of its 
pure demands, because those demands are at war with the con- 
taminated passions of his unrenewed heart. What other evi- 
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dence do we need of man’s departure from God? This. incon- 
sistency is a striking proof of the alienation of the heart of 
man from his Creator. Instead of sacrificing his passions to the 
righteous demands of Christianity, he brings to his aid a cor- 
rupt doctrine of philosophy, incorporates it with religion, and 
thus debasing this chaste offspring of the Most High, ingenious- 
ly finds out a way to spare the life of his corrupt inclinations, 
while he retains his belief in the system of Christianity. 

Should not, therefore, that doctrine, which, by fair inference, 
gives permission to the indulgence of such unholy desires and 
propensities, be condemned and exploded? Who will arise in de- 
fence of the truth? The whole truth as it is inJesus? Who will 
proclaim war against such inconsistencies as we behold in Zn- 
continens ? Let the lovers of order and decorum—let the lovers 
of virtue and religion—let the venerators of God’s law and 
gospel—of experimental and practical godliness—arise under 
the mighty power of eternal truth, and march forward to the as- 
sault of that fortification which shelters such characters as In- 
continens,—and never lay down their arms, ‘until it is laid even 
with the ground.” 


/ => 
* 
ACCOUNT OF THE CAPTIVITY BY THE INDIANS, DELIVERANCE, 
CONVERSION, AND HAPPY DEATH OF MRS. SCOTT. 


Extracted from the Jeurnal of Bishop Asbury. 


Tuis day in the evening brother K was called, upon to 
perform the funeral solemnities of Mrs. Scott. Perhaps she 
has been as great a female sufferer as 1 have heard of. The 
following account, in substance, was taken from her own mouth, 
some time ago, by J. Kobler, who performed her funeral rites. 

Her. maiden name was Dickenson. She was married to a 
Mr. Scott, and lived in Powell’s Valley ; at which time the In- 
dians were very troublesome, often killing and plundering the 
inhabitants. Qn a certain evening, her husband and children 
being in bed, eight or nine Indians rushed into the house ; her 
husband being alarmed, started up, when all that had guns fired 
at him. Although he was badly wounded, he broke through 
them all, and got out of the house: several of them closely pur- 
sued him, and put an end to his life: they then murdered and 
scalped all her children before her eyes, plundered her house, 
and took her prisoner. The remainder of the night they spent 
around a fire in the woods, drinking, shouting, and dancing.— 
The next day they divided the plunder, with great equality ; 
amongst the rest of the goods was one of Mr. Wesley’s hymn- 
books ; she asked them for it, and they gave it to her, but when 
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they saw her often reading in it, they were displeased, called 
her a conjurer, and took it from her. After this they travelled 
several day’s journey towards the Indian towns; but, said she, 
my grief was so great, I could hardly believe my situation was 
a reality, but thought Idreamed. ‘To aggravate my grief, one 
of the Indians hung my husband’s and my children’s scalps to 
his back, and would walk the next before me. In walking up 
and down the hills and mountains, I was worn out with fatigue 
and sorrow, they would often laugh when they saw me almost 
spent, and mimic my panting for breath. There was one In- 
dian who was more humane than the rest; he would get me 
water, and make the others stop when I wanted to rest: thus 
they carried me on eleven days’ journey, until they were all 
greatly distressed with hunger; they then committed me to the 
care of an old Indian at the camp, while they went off a hunting. 

Whilst the old man was busily employed in dressing a deer- 
skin, I walked backward and forward through the woods, until 
1 observed he took no notice of me; I then slipped off, and ran 
a considerable distance and came to a cane-brake, where I hid 
myself very securely. Through most of the night I heard the 
Indians searching for me, and answering each other with a voice 
hike that of an owl. Thus was I left alone in the savage wil- 
derness, far from any inhabitants, without a morsel of food, or 
any friend to help, but the common Saviour and friend of all: 
to Him I poured out my complaint in fervent prayer that he 
would not forsake me in this distressing circumstance. I then 
set out the course that ] thought Kentucky lay, though with 
ver, little expectation of seeing a human face again, except that 
of the savages; whom J looked upon as so many fiends from the 
bottomless pit; and my greatest dread was that of meeting 
some of them whilst wandering in the wilderness. 

One day as I was travelling, I heard a loud human voice, and 
a prodigious noise, like horses running; J ran into a safe place 
and hid myself; and saw a company of Indians pass by, furi- 
ously driving a gang of horses which they had stolen. from the 
while people. I had nothing to subsist upon but roots, young 
grape-vines, and sweet cane, and such like produce of the woods. 
J accidentally came where a bear was eating a deer, and drew 
near in hopes of getting some, but he growled and looked an- 
gry; so] left him, and quickly passed on. At night when I lay 
down to rest, ] never slept, but f dreamed of eating. In my 
lonesome travels, I came to a very large shelving rock, under 
which was a fine bed of leaves; I crept in among them, and 
determined there to end my days of sorrow. I lay there sev- 
eral hours until my bones ached in so distressing a manner that 
I was obliged to stir out again. I then thought of, and wished 
for home; and travelled on several days, till | came where Cum- 
berland-River breaks through the mountain. 
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I went down the cliffs a considerable distance, until I was af- 
frighted, and made an attempt to go back, but found the place 
down which I had gone was so steep that I could not return. I 
then saw but one way that I could go, which was a considerable 
perpendicular distance down to the bank of the river. [took hold 
of the top of a little bush, and for half an hour prayed fervently 
to God for assistance; | then let myself down by the little bush 
until it broke, and I went with great violence down to the bot- 
tom. This was early in the morning, and [ lay there a consid- 
erable time with a determination to go no further. About ten 
o'clock I grew so thirsty, that I concluded to crawl to the water 
and drink, after which I found! could walk. The place I came 
through, as I have been since informed, is only two miles, and I 
was four days in getting through it. I travelled on until I came 
toa little path, one end of which led to the inhabitants, and the 
other to the wilderness; I knew not which end of the path to 
take—after standing and praying to the Lord for direction, I 
turned to take the end that led to the wilderness ; immediately 
there came a little bird of a dove colour near to my feet, and 
fluttered along the path that led to the inhabitants. I did not 
observe this much at first, until it did it a second or third time ; 
I then understood this as a direction of Providence, and took 
the path which led me to the inhabitants. Immediately after 
her safe arrival, she embraced religion, and lived and died a 
humble follower of Christ. 


eee >, Ce 
Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


COMMENCEMENT OF THE GREAT REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN KEN- 
TUCKY AND TENNESSEE, IN 1799, 


In a Letter to the Rev. Thomas L. Douglass. 


June 23, 1820. 

Dear Sir, 

in compliance with your ty I have endeavoured to recollect some 
of the most noted circumstances which occurred at the commencement of the 
work of God in the states of Kentucky and Tennessee, and which came under 
my observation in 1799, and the two following years. 

_l suppose 1 am one of the two brothers refered to in ‘‘ Theophilus Arme- 
nius’ account of the work of God in the Western Country ;” my brother Wil- 
jiam M‘Gee is fallen asleep in the bosom of his beloved Master. We were 
much attached to each other from our infancy, but much more so when we 
both experienced the uniting love of Jesus Christ. 1 was the oldest, and by 
the mercy and taps of God, sought and experienced religion first. With great 
anxiety of mind, he heard me preach the unsearchable riches of Christ, before 
he felt or enjoyed peace with God. After he obtained religion, he thought 
_ proper to receive Holy Orders in the Presbyterian Church ; and after preach- 
ing some time in North-Carolina, and in the Holsten Country, he came to 
Cumberland (now West-Tennessee) about the year 1796 or 1797, and settled 
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in a congregation in Summer county about the year 1798. Several reasons 
induced me to remove with my family from Carolina to the Western Country ; 
and in the year 1798 settled in Sumner (now Smith) county. The difference 
of doctrines professed by the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches, were not 
sufficient to dissolve those ties of love and affection which we both felt. We 
loved, and prayed. and preached together; and God was pleased toown and 
bless us, and our labours. In the year 1799 we agreed to make a tour through 
the Barrons towards Ohio, and concluded to attend a sacramental solemnity in 
the Rev. Mr. M‘Gready’s congregation on Red-river in our way. When we 
came there, 1 was introdueed by my brother, and received an invitation to ad- 
dress the congregation from the pulpit, and 1 know not that ever God faveur- 
ed me with more light and liberty than he did each day, while | endeavoured to 
convince the people they were sinners, and urged the necessity of repentance, 
and of a change from nature to grace ; and held up to their view the great- 
ness, freeness, and fulness of salvation which wasin Christ Jesus, for lost 
guilty, condemned sinners. My brother, and the Rev. Mr. eee preached 
with much animation and liberty. The people felt the force of truth, and 
tears rau down their cheeks, buf all was silent until Monday, the last day of 
the feast. Mr. Hodge gave a useful discourse; an intermission was given, 
and | was appointed to preach. While Mr. Hodge was preaching, a woman 
in the east end of the house got an uncommon blessing, broke through order, 
and shouted for some time, and then sat down in silence. At the close of the 
sermon, Messrs. Hodge, M‘Gready, and Rankin went out of the house; my 
brother and myseff sat still, the people seemed to have no disposition to leave 
their seats. My brother felt such a power come en him, that he quit his seat, 
and sat down in the floor of the pulpit, (I suppese not knowing what he did) 
a power which caused me to ciate, was upon me,—there was a solemn 
weeping all over the house. Having a wish to preach,I strove against my 
feelings ; at length 1 rose up and told the people, I was appointed to preach, 
but there was a greater than [ preaching, and exhorted them to let the Lord 
God Omnipotent reign in their hearts, and to submit to Him, and their souls 
should live. Many broke silence, the womanin the east end of the house. 
shouted tremendously, I left the pulpit to go to her, and as I weat along 
through the people, it was suggested to me, ‘‘ You know these people are 
much for order, they will not bear this confusion, go back and be quiet.” | 
turned to go back, and was near falling ; the power of God was strong upon 
me, I turned again, and loosing sight of the fear of man, I went through the 
house shouting, and exhorting with all possible ecstacy and energy, and the 
floor was soon covered with the slain; their screams for mercy pierced the 
heavens, and mercy came down; some found forgiveness, and many went away 
from that meeting, feeling unutterable agonies of soul for redemption iu the 
blood of Jesus. This was the beginning of that glorious revival of religion in 
this Country, which was so great a blessing to thousands; and from this meet- 
ing Camp-meetings took their rise. One man for the want of horses, for all 
his family toride, and attend the meeting, fixt up his waggon, in which he 
took them and his provisions, and lived on the ground throughout the meet- 
ing. He had left his worldly cares behind him, and had nothing to do, but at- 
tend on divine service. } 

Tine next popular meeting was on Muddy river, and this was a Camp- 
meeting : a number of waggons loaded with people came together, and camp- 
ed on the ground, and the Lord was present and approved of their zeal, by 
sealing a pardon to about forty souls. The next Camp-meeting was on the 
Ridge, where there was an increase of people, and carriages of different de- 
scriptions, and a great many preachers of the Presbyterian and Methodist 
order, and some of the Baptist; but the latter were generally opposed to the 
work. Preaching commenced, and the people prayed, and the power of God 
attended. There wasa great cry for mercy. The nights were truly awful; 


the camp ground was well ifluminated; the people were differently exercised 
ali over the ground, some exhorting, some shouting, some praying, and some 
crying for mercy, while others lay as dead menon the ground. Some of the 
spiritually wounded! fled to the woods, and their groans could be beard all 
through the surrounding groves, as the groans of dying men. From thence 
many came into the camp rejoicing and praising God for having found re- 
demption in the bleod of the Lamb. At this meeting it was computed that 
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one hundred souls were converted from nature to grace. But perhaps the 

eatest meeting we ever wituessed in this Country, took place shortly after 
on Deshas’s creek, near Cumberland river. Many thousands of people at- 
tended. The mighty power and mercy of God was manifested. The people 
fell before the word, like corn before a storm of wind, and many rose from the 
dust with divine glory shining in their countenances, and gave glory to God in 
such strains as made the hearts of stubborn sinners to tremble; and after the 
first gust of praise they would break forth in vollies of exhortation. Amongst 
these were many small home-bred boys, who spoke with the tongue, wisdom 
and eloquence of the learned; and truly they were learned, for they were all 
taught of Ged, who had taken their feet out of the mire and clay, and put a 
new song in their mouths. Although there were converts of different ages 
under this work, it was remarkable, they were generally the children of pray- 
ing parents. Here John A. Granade, the western poet, who composed the 
Pilgrim’s songs, after being many months in almost entire desperation, till he 
was worn down, and appeared like a walking skeleton, found pardon and mer- 
cy from God, and began to preach a risen Jesus. Some of the Pharisees 
cried disorder and confusion, but in disorderly assemblies, there are generally: 
dislocated and broken bones, and bruised flesh ; but here;the women laid their 
sleeping children at the roots of the trees, while hundreds of all ages and co- 
lours were stretched on the ground in the agonies of conviction, and as dead 
men, while thousands day any night were crowding round them and passing to 
and fro, yet there was nobody hurt;* which shews that the people were per- 
fectly in their senses : and on this chaos of apparent confusion, God said, let 
there be light, and there was light! and many emerged out of darkness into it. 
We have hardly ever had a Camp-meeting since, without his presence and 
power to convert souls. Glory to God and the Lamb for ever and ever. 


Yours respectfully, 
JOHN M‘GEE. 
The Rev. T. £.. Douglass, P. Elder, Nashville District. 


* There was a man at the Ridge meetig, who got mad, curst the people, and said he would go 
Hao 4 but before he got out of sight of the Camp-ground, a tree fellon him, and he was carried 
ome dead. 
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To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Nashville District, Oct. 15th, 1820. 
Dear BRETHREN, 


I would communicate the intelligence contained in the following letter - 
to one of our Bishops, if 1 knew where a letter could reach him in safety : 
but as afflictions have prevented their contemplated route through this coun- 
try, I take the privilege of making the communication to you, that you may, 
if you think proper, give it a A 9 in our Magazine, and by that means, det the 
lovers of Jesus know what God is doing for us in Tennessee. 

In the opening of last spring, we witnessed something more than an ordi- 
nary attention tothe ministry of the word, especially in those parts of Nash- 
ville and Lebanon circuits, which lay adjoining. There were frequent awak- 
eniogs and conversions in other parts of the district; but this seemed to 
be the point where the prospect of the work was the most promising. On Sat- 
urday the 24th of June, a Quarterly-Meeting commenced at Ross’ Meeting- 
House, Nashville circuit, Wilson county. The preachers from Lebanon cir- 
cuit attended with us, together with many of the inembers from both circuits. 
They brought the fire withthem. The meeting continued until Tuesday, and 
the Lord crowned it with seventeen converts. Thus far the work progressed, 
rather sulently indeed, but very sweetly; and during one quarter in Lebanon 
circuit, upwards of two hundred were added to the Church, and about one 
hundred souls converted at the regular circuit appointments. The expecta- 
tions of the people were up. Zion travailed. The professors were sending 
their prayers to heaven, and the general attention of the people, seemed to be 
*arned toward our approaching Camp meeting, which commenced on Friday, 
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July 14th, at Center-meeting-house, in Wilson county. Thursday was a day 
of incessant rain, and the prospect seemed very unpromising : But on Friday 
morning, the material sun arose without a cloud to distract his cheering rays. 
All nature seemed to smile, and every thing was calculated to inspire the hu- 
man mind, aod call forth its energies ia praise to God. The people began to 
collect very early, and came in crowds from every direction. The Campe- 
ground had been considerably enlarged ; but still we had to double the lines 
of the tents. Thirty-three preachers, and 1 think not less than five thousand 
people, attended this meeting. 

Divine service commenced on Friday at 20’clock. After a sermon was 
delivered, the order of the meeting was published, and an invitation given to 
the mourners to come into the altar ;* about thirty came forward, and before 
sun-set, four of them professed conversion. At candle-light we had another 
sermon, the mourners were again invited iato the altar, about fifty were 
supposed to be on their knees when we engaged in prayer for them, and be- 
fore next morning, nine of them found the blessing. On Saturday morning at 
sun-rise a sermon was delivered, and the altar was nearly filled with mourn- 
ers. We had preaching at eight, eleven, and three o’clock, but the work was 
too great to admit of preaching at candle-light ; we had the trumpet blown ac- 
cording to the order of the meetiug, for the purpose of having a sermon deliv- 
ered: but just at that moment, two or three struggled into liberty and rose 
praising God, while several others sunk under the power of conviction. We 
saw it was impossible for the people to hear preachiog, so we declined it, and 
consented that God should work his own way, and thirty-one souls professed 
to find peace with God during the day and night. n Sabbath we had 
preaching at sun-rise, at eight, ten, and eleven o’clock. The work was great. 
Jehovah was in the Camp. We did not attempt to preach in the afternoon, ot 
at night. The convictions and conversions were almost perpetual; and on 
Monday morning it was estimated there were eighty-six souls who professed 
to get converted through the preceding day and night. At seven o’clock on 
Monday morning, the ordinance of baptism was administered to seven adults, 
and twenty-five children: a divine power rested upon us, and the Lord was 
present to sanction the ordinance in which we are called by hisname. The 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to several hundred 
communicanis. It was atime of sweet communion with each other, and with 
our Lord. We closed the administration of the ordinance with a sermon 
about twelve o’clock, after which there were no more preaching through the 
afternoon or night. On Tuesday morning at eight o'clock, a sermon was de- 
livered, and about twelve o’clock the meeting ended. Through Monday, 
Monday night, and Fuesday, until the close of the meeting, fifty-eight profess- 
ed to find the Lord. About forty mourrers were on their knees, when the 
congregation was dismissed: fourteen of whom obtained the blessing, some 
on the ground, and others on their way home; making in all two hundred and 
two, who professed faith in the Lord Jesus. On Tuesday morning we opened 
a door for the admission of members, and one hundred and eleven joined the 
Church, sixty of whom were young men. 

I do not remember that I ever saw more agreeable weather for a meeting 
in my life; and such was the continual and glorious display of divine power, 
that the altar was never empty of mourners from the time they were frst in- . 
vited into it, until the meeting ended, except when they were carried out, 
that we might administer the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper ; 
neither did the people all leave the stage, day or night, from the beginning to 
the end of the meeting. The cries and groans for merc among the distress- 
ed were perpetual; the shouts of the young converts and old professors were 
almost without intermission ; and such a sense of the divine presence prevail- 
ed, that it seemed to impose a solemn awe upon the people as they entered the 
encampment, so that we had no interruption, nor a single instance of misbe- 
haviour worth noticing during the meeting. An aged sinner was heard to 
say, ‘‘ Fe had never scen the like before,—God had sanctified the ground, and 


* What we call an altar at Camp-meeting, is a place immediately in front of the stage, from 
twenty to thirty feet square, inclosed with hand-rails, with a door at each corner. This is furnish- 
ed with seats, and the ground covered with straw, so as to render the place clean and comfortable, 
for the purpose of kneeling, in time of prayer. None but mourners, and those who labour with 
tham, are permitted to get within it, the men on one side, and the women on the other. 
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none could walk upon it without feeling awful.”” No opposition, nora single 
remaik was heard against the reality of the work. Some who had once been 
opposers of religion, acknowledged they believed this work to be genuine. 
When the congregation was addressed on Tuesday, a request was made that 
all, not only those who had obtained religion, but those also whe inteaded to 
seek it in good earnest, should get on their knees and join in prayer; and it was 
remarked that there was not an individual present who did not instantly drop 
on his knees. This was followed by a general cry for mercy throughout the 
congregation. We could no longer get the mourners into the altar—it was 
altar allover the Camp ground. When tbe meeting was drawing toa close, 
a young man who had obtained religion, stood up on one of the seats, and Jook- 
ing over the congregation, exclaimed, ‘‘O Lord, must I gu home and leave 
these people, and leave this place!” This was repeated three times, with an 
emphasis that seemed to penetrate every heart, as though it was the language 
of each individual present. 

| have been a little more particular in giving an exact account cf this meet- 
ing, because it is considered as being (he commencement of the greatest 
work, that ever was seen in the Western Country. The holy affluius was felt 
like an electrical shock, in the surrounding counties, and its influence expe- 
rienced, more than one hundred miles in lessthana week. The Rev. Edward 
Morris, Jobn M‘Gee, John Page, and Charles Ledbetter, who have been in- 
struments in planting the gospel in different parts of the United States, and 
are known by many of the old Methodists, were at this meeting, and pro- 
nounced it to be the greatest time they had ever seen. 

Our Camp- Meeting for Cany-Fork circuit commenced on Friday, July 21st. 
at Goodhope in Warren county. This, upon the whole, was « great and good 
time. The Country is but thinly inhabited, and our congregation was compar- 
atively small, though larger than usual at that place. We had sixty-eight 
converts, and thirty-one joined society. Another Camp-Meeting was held at 
the same time, near Shelbyville, by the Presbyterians, and Methodists jointly. 
This was the time of the Anniversary of their ‘‘ Bible Society.”” The Lord fa- 
voured them with his presenge, and about seventy professed faith in Christ, 
amongst whom were some of the students belonging to the Academy. 

We have had a gracious work in Duck-river circuit. The Quarterly- 
meeting, June 10th. at the Big-spring meeting house in Maury county, was 
turned into a little Camp-meeting. It was a new place, and but few people 
attended ; however the Lord was with us, and gave us twenty-six converts.— 
Our regular Camp meeting for this circuit commenced on Friday July 28th. 
at Zion, in Maury county, and ended on Tuesday following. Here we had to 
contend with all the prejudices which Calvinism and Anti-pedobaptism are cal- 
culated to generate against the work of God ; but our exertions were in pro- 
portion, and the Lord gave us eighty-two converts, and sixty-four joined the 
Church. | baptized twenty-seven children and sixteen adults, and adminis- 
tered the Lord’s Supper to upwards of four hundred communicants. 

Our Camp-meetiog for Bedford circuit began on Thursday, August 3d. at 
Salem in Bedford county, and ended the Tuesday following. This was 
among the greatest meetings I eversaw. The work commenced with the 
commencement of the meeting, and continued without intermission day and 
night. On Saturday afternoon we had to fix a second stand, in anotber part 
of the Camp-ground, it being impossible to preach at the stage already built, 
when the mourners were collected in the aliar. On Sabbath morning at eight 
o'clock we had a sermon delivered at the lower stage, after which it was ab- 
solutely impossible to preach within the limits of the encampmeat any more 
that day; such were the cries of the distressed, and shouts of the young con- 
verts, nothing else could be heard. It was therefore reported to the people, 
we would preach in a grove about three hundred yards distant; one of the 
pulpits being moveable, was taiken up aud carried to the place, and the people 
not engaged in the encampment attended. Here we preached at eleven, and 
three o’clock ; and here the arrows of conviction fastened in the hearts of 
many sinners, aud when wounded they would immediately fly to the Camp- 
ground, a3 toa grend hospital, for there God was healing the sin-sick souls, 
and bringing the dead to life. On Monday morning I baptized thirty-one 
children and twenty adults, and administered the Lord’s Supper to four hun- 
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dred and eighty communicants. Two hundred and fifty-one professed to be 
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converted at this meeting, and one hundred and forty-eight joined society, 
One of the sons of Belial came to this meeting, and fixed his tent at a con- 
venient distance from the encampment, where he intended to enjoy himself, 
with his wicked companions; but as he did not come until Friday, some of 
them came before him, and got religion, and as others came, they were struck 
under conviction, and left him, until, he said, he had lost even his Class-Lead- 
er. On Saturday evening about half an hour after the candles were lighted 
up, he came walking down through the Camp-ground. and stopped near where 
I happened to be standing ; at that moment the work was going on most glori- 
ously at both stages, and in at least twenty tents; and afier turning and looking 
all round for some moments, ‘‘ Well, said he, if this is not enough to fret hell, 
Til be d****d;” he wes by himself, we pitied him, but did nothing with him, 
as we saw he could do us no harm. 

An extra Camp-meeting was held in Lebanon circuit, at Ebenezer, in Wil- 
son county, commencing August 3th, and ended the Tuesday following. 
This is a place where Camp-meetings have been held for many years; but this 
meeting exceeded all the rest: the peovle came praying and believing. and 
God was with them. One hundred and eighty two professed to be converted, 


‘and one hundred and twenty-five joined society. The Rev. Valentine Cook 


attended this meeting, and preached on the subject of baptism with uncom- 
mon power and great usefulness. The sermon was much blest to the people. 

The Cam)»-meeting for Richland circuit commenced August 25th, at Pis- 
gah, in Giles county, and ended the Tuesday following. This is a place which 
God has highly honoured with signal displays of his power on former occa- 
sions. The people came out expecting to see gracious times, and thev were 
not disappointed. The Lord gave us seventy-two converts, and sixty-five 
joined society. 

The Camp-meeting for Nashville circuit commenced September 8th, at 
Mount Nebo in Williamson county, and ended the Tuesday following. Here 
we had to contend with strong prejudices against Methodicm, nevertheless, 
God was with us; the work of conviction was general, and deep in the hearts 
of the people, and we had some of the most distinguished and bright conver- 
sions lever saw. According to the returns made, ninety-two* professed to be 
converted, and ninety-six joined society. 

Our Camp-meeting for Stones-riv-r circuit commenced on Thursday Sept. 
2ist, at Windrows Meeting-House in Rutherford county, and ended the 
Tuesday following. Here, | may say, the faith of the Christians rose to 
its proper point, and became the full persuasion of the truth of God’s promise, 
and the confident expectation that He would be with us. Many of the young 
converts from the other Camp meeting attended, and nu:bers und*r con- 
viction, came for the express pur;os of getting their souls conve’tei.— 
The Camp-ground was enlarved. to twice its former size, and yet fuliy one 
third of the tents were outside of the lines. Two stages were erected and 
seats inade for the accommodation of two congregations, within the lines 
of the encampment, and another some distance onthe outside. Although 
Thursday and Friday were days of almost incessant rain. the people ap- 

eared to be entirely regardless of it; they came in their carriages, fixed 
their tents, and collected round the stage to bear preaching with as muc!: at- 
tention as if there was no rain falling. The time was glorious beyon! des- 
cription! It is impossible for me to give an account of particulars. Three 
hundred and fifty professed eonversion, and two hundred and two joined so- 
ciety — On Monday mrning [ baptized twenty-five children and fifiy six 
adults, and administered ‘he Lord’s Su, per to nearly six hundred communi- 
cants. Murfreesborough, the county town, and at present the seat of Gov- 
ernment in this state, shared largely in the benefits of this meeting. We 
have raised a society there of more than forty members, and the prospect of 


aD increase is very promising. 


*It is evident, there must have been some neglect or mistake in this instance, as the number of 
converts appear tv be less than the number added to the Church. Our method of ascertaining the 
number of converts at our Camp-meetings, is, two men are appointed to go round the tents every 
morning to make particular inquiry at each tent, and set down the number converted through the 
preceding day and night. 

+ When we open a door for the admission of members, they ° » invited to take their seats in the 
altar; their names are then taken down, together with the names of the places where they wish to 
meet in class ; and they are instructed to attend, according torule and order. 











THE WORK OF GOD IN NEW-ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 198 


On comparing the numbers returned at Conference, with the former num- 
bers, | find we have a nett increase of eighteen hundred and twenty members 
in the District ; and in order to have a correct idea of the work, it must be re- 
collected that besides the deaths and expulsions, at least five hundred members 
have emigrated from this district, to Missouri, Alabama, and Jackson’s pur- 
chase over Tennessee river, in the course of the past year. 

The character of this revival is the least mixed with what is called irregu- 
larities or extravangancies of any that] eversaw. We have had nothing of 
what is called the jurks or dance among us. The work of conviction in the 
hearts of sinners has been regular, powerful, and deep; their conversiou or de- 
liverance from sin and guilt, clear and bright, and their rejoicings scriptural 
and rational. 1 think fully half of those who have been ihe subjects of the 
work are young men, and heads ot families; many of them, among the most 
respectable in the country, men uf education, men of talents. We anticipate 
help and usefulness from some of them, in the Lord’s Vineyard. Upon the 
whole, itis the greatest work, the most blessed revival, Ieversaw. The 
whole country in some places, seems like bowing to our Emmanuel; religion 
meets with very little that can be called oppos:tion ; and many who neither 
profess, nor appear to have any desire to get religion themselves manifest an 
uncommon degree of solicitude that others should obtain it, and express a 
high satisfaction at seeing the work prosper. May the Lord con‘inue to pour 
out his spirit, and may the hallowed fire spread until all the iohabitants of the 
earth shall rejoice in his salvation. ‘To God be all the glory. Pray for us, 
dear brethren, that this year may be as the past, and much more abundantly. 
We look for it, and expect it. The district is well supplied with preachers, 
men of talents, men of zeal, and in the spirit of the work. May the Lord 
bless their labours. 

1 remain as ever, 
Your very sincere 


rother in Christ, 
° T. L. DOUGLASS. 





PROGRESS OF THE WORK OF GOD IN THE BOUNDS OF NEW- 
ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 


PENOBSCOT DISTRICT. , 


Extract of a letter from B. Jones to E. Mudge. 
Columbia, March 2, 1821. 


BELOVED BrotTHeER, 

By communications from the preachers on the several circuits of Pe- 
nobscot district, I collect the following information with regard to the moral 
and religious state of the people, in answer to the questions* proposed by the 
Annual Conference, to the preachers of the several circuits and stations. 

From Thomas-Town circuit. Brother Plumer writes as follows :—- 

I have found but one family destitute of a bible. The Sabbath is well re- 
garded in some places on this circuit; but in others, we discover too much 
neglect of this holy day. Except ina few places, ardent spirits are not in 
general use. Balls and parties of vain pleasure, are not much frequented. 
People are generally industrious. Religious meetings well attended. Fam- 
ily worship generaliy kept up by professors. Instruction of children by pa- 
rents is on the increase. Religion appears to be reviving in professors, and 
we have had some converted. Wehave some Sabbath Schools on the circuit. 
In fine, I think vice and immorality are subsiding, and piety increasing. 

Brother Hutchings, from Penobscot circuit, writes thus :—Morals, gener- 
ally speaking, very good. The Sabbath very well regarded. I find bibies ia 
all the houses which | have visited. Ardent spirits not in common use in 


*This refers to the following questions which the New-England Conference proposed to each 
preacher, requesting him to furnish a written answer to them to his Presiding El er. What is 
the general state of morals in your circuit ox station? Is the Sabbath generaily regarded? Is the 
Bible foundin every family you visit? Are ardent spirits in as general use as formerly? &c. &c. 
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families in general. Balls and pleasure parties generally done away. The 
inhabitants generally industrious and economical. Military reviews, and 
other public assemblages, conducted with decency and order: but persons 
chosen into offices in the militia, usually treat their companies. Religious 
meetings of every kind are punctually attended in the greatest part of the 
eircuit. Family worship strictly attended to by most professors. By many, 
religious instruction of cbildren and servants, is attended to; but by others, 
too much neglected. There bas beena gracious revival of religion in Pe- 
nobscot and Sedgwick, since the Camp-Meeting at Orington in September : 
about seventy have joined the church since then. The most common obsta- 
cles to the work of God among us, seem to be our own lack of faith, perseve- 
rance, and charity ; and the lack of faithful labourers. We have no Sabbath- 
Schools, but attention is paid to youth of all classes in other ways for their 
general instruction. From Orington circuit, the account of the moral and 
relizious state of the people is very pleasing. The questions are answered 
as in the above, with much precision and intelligence, and closes as follows : 

There has been a great and gracious revival of religion on this circuit since 
the beginning of April last. am not able to give the number who have 
joined the society, but venture to say, it is not far from a hundred and fifty. 
It was distinguished with great power, strength of faith, and lively evidences. 

From Columbia circuit, Brother Nickerson writes, that itis believed very 
few families are to be found without the inestimable treasure of the scriptures, 
or at least the new testament. That there are at present no particular revi- 
vals of religion; and that it appears the doctrine of fatality proves a great ob- 
stacle to the work. All the other questions are answered in a manner which 
— : very just and discriminating regard to the different places and classes 
of people. 

Brother Jones states, that there are but few towns from the Penobscot to 
St. Croix, that have not more or less preaching by the Methodists, Baptists, 
or Conzregationalists. That the Lord is prospering Zion in many places on 
the district, and that many are praying for a general and rapid spread of the 
work, that the church may be raised to her primitive lustre. He thinks the 
number added to the church since Conference exceeds three hundred, and 
the number increasing. 

These accounts are not as perfect as we could wish, nor is it impossible 
that some mistakes should be made ia attempting to collect information on 
these subjects, especially as the preachers have had but a short acquaintance 
with many of the places within their circuits; butit gives us great satisfaction 
to find, that attempts are making to furnish more perfect and complete infor- 
mation oa these important subjects. 


VERMONT DISTRICT. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. John Lindsey to the Rev. D. Kilburn, dated 
Weston, Jan, 21, 182). 


Dear Broruer, 


Tue Lord of the harvest has condescended to visit this district with 
some glorious showers of grace. Barre circuit has been much revived. 
The work made its appearance before Conference, through the instrumen- 
tality of female prayer-meetings. Seon all our meetings became more lively. 
Great attention was manifested to the word on my return from Conference. 
I found increasing prospects of a general work, which we have realized. 
Our class-meetings and prayer-meetings have been remarkably owned of God. 
This work has not been confined to any age; but from eighty-five down to the 
child of eleven years, there have been subjects of renewing grace. Jn one 
family, the grandmother, bending over the grave under the weight of eighty- 
five years, and five of her grand children, have found the iramortal prize, and 
are now harmoniously engaged ia the worship of God. . 

About one hundred souls have shared in this work, near seventy of whom 
have been added to onr church. We are sorry to state that the work appears 
to be at its height, and to have been hindered by the flesh-pleasing doctrine, 
‘* Thou shalt not die,” with which we have been visited. 
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In Middlesex, there is a good work going on. About forty have been hope- 
fully converted. Also in Orange of late a number have tasted that the Lord 
is gracious, and the prospect appears good. Vershire circuit is on the rise. 
After a long drought, the showers of grace are descending. About thirty 
since Conference have been added to the church. Barnard circuit is not for- 

tten. There appears to be a general rise in the classes, and a small addi- 
tion to the church. On Wethersfield circuit the work is glorious, and we 
hope it will spread in every direction. Athens has been revived, and some 
added to the church. Unity is gaining in spirituality; and in Claremont there 
have been some recent conversions, andthe prospect is good for a general 
work. At Lyndon the society is gaining in spirituality, and some in numbers. 
Danvil circuit is low. On Craftsbury the brethren are well engaged, and 
pressing into the kingdom of holiness. In Cannada, this Conference has no 
preacher. We have had some instances of sanctification on different parts of 
the district. 


, +] -~ 


REVIVAL OF THE WORK OF GOD IN PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIAe 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear BRETHREN, 


Horine that the following account of a gracious revival of religion, 
which has lately taken place in this city, and its vicinity, may be subservient 
to the interests of Zion, by being inserted in your interesting Misceliany, it 
issent for that purpose, should yout ecco coincide with mine. 

ours respectfully, 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 1, 1821. SAMUEL DAVIS. 


The revival of religion with which this place has been favoured, has contin- 
ued, with little interruption, for about a year and a half; during which time, 
great numbers have been awakened and converted to God; and about five 
hundred have been added to the society. Of this number, about two hundred 
and sixty became members in the space of six months. Such are some of the 
most prominent facts of this gracious work. As to the circumstances of its 
rise and progress, it may be proper to state, that in the summer of 1819, the 
Camp-meetings in the western part of Pennsylvania were made a great bdless- 
ing. From these, the sacred fire spread through the western circuits and sta- 
tions generally, under the jurisdiction of the Baltimore Conference; so that 
searcely any part of our work was left “ unwatered and dry ;” but the towns 
of Washington, Brownsville, and Union; the Redstone and Ohio circuits, with 
our favoured city, were most abundantly blest. 

We would not say, that the circumstances and causes leading to tiis glorions 
work, are to be traced no higher than the Cainp-meetings of August 1319; 
but, that these meetings contributed largely in bringing it to maturity. They 
elicited sparks, which had long been buried; and raised to a flame, fires that 
had for some time been kindling. The faithful — of the gospel of 
a free salvation, which this place enjoyed, like leaven, was imperceptibly 
working its way ; and like a hammer, was breaking the rock in pieces. Pre- 
judice, ignorance, insensibility, and bigotry, which are tound every where, 
and which much abounded here, were yielding to the force of truth: and 
numbers had taken the advice of the apostle, ‘‘ Prove all things—hold 
fast that which is good.” Many sincere souls had been praying night and day, 
“Lord, remember thy Zion,—revive thy work in the midst of the years—in 
Wrath remember mercy.” For they believed, as one of them lately told me, 
that ‘the Lord had much people in this city.” The sequel proves they were 
not mistaken. 

_When appointed to this place in the sprmg of 1319, I found the congrega- 
tions pretty large and attentive. An increasing attention and seriousness 
Were soon manifested. Our prayer-meetings were well attended, and a spirit 
of serious inquiry was excited ;—deep and general convictions followed ;— 
and it now became very evident, that the object for which my faithful prede- 
cessors in union with our brethren, the local preachers. had been labouring 
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and praying, was nigh at hand. The time of refreshing coming from the pre. 
sence of the Lurd, was indicated by the appearance of the cloud of mercy 
that was gathering over us. It soon broke in abundant blessings upon us! 
The coacern and distress of those who were anxiously inquiring ‘‘ What they 
must do to be saved,” soon enlisted the sympathies and prayers of God’s peo- 
ple in their behalf. For they who have themselves drunk the bitter draught 
of repentance, know how to feel fur those who are drinking the wormwood and 
the gall. But few there were, when this work commenced, who did not re- 
cognize it as God’s work. Although *‘ marvellous in their eyes,” they knew 
it to be “the Lord’s doings.” Ifthey were astonished, it was not the as- 
tonishment of ignorance, like that of the Israelites, who, when they saw the 
manua, cried out, ‘‘ What is it?” but the pleasing sense of the marvellous, 
excited by an unusual manifestation of God’s mercy, to themselves and their 
fellow sinners. 

An immeuse number of auditors now attended our public meetings ; but actu- 
ated, no doubt, by varivus motives and feelings. Many came to pray, and seek 
salvation—some to mock,—and some who were astonished at the report they 
lad heard, resolved to see and hear for themselves. and came, saying, ‘‘ Can 
apy good come out of Nazareth?” but ‘hey remained under feelings of rever- 
ential awe, and acknowledged, like Jacob, ‘‘ Surely God is in this place, and 
I knew it not!’ They were surprised to see so large, so serious, and so deep- 
ly affected an assembly ;—to see from fifty to an hundred penitents fall upon 
their knees to be prayed for,—to hear their cries, and fervent supplications 
to God for mercy ;—and to see inany of them rise with every mark of delight 
and joy, and give ‘ Glory to God!’ for iaving delivered their eyes from tears, 
their feet from falling, and their souls from the pit of corruption! 

Some there were, as might be expected, who mocked, and called it the 
work of the devil: others said it was fanaticism, delusion, hypocrisy, the ef- 
fect of adisordered and terrified imagination, madness; and in short, an 
thing but religion. This isnotstrange. There never was a revival of God’s 
work, which was not opposed by the devil and lukewarm professors of reli- 
gion. Those who now speak against crying and rejoicing aloud, had they 
then lived, would have joined with those who said to Bartimeus ‘hold thy 

eace ;’ and with those who said of the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, when 
the Holy Ghost come upon them, ‘ These men are filled with new wine!’ So 
little Know they of God’s work. Indeed bigotry is so unyielding, that st is not 
willing that even the Almighty should work, except in a way suitable to its 
views. 

In relation to what is termed, and perhaps in some instances with propriety, 
the extravagance of revivals, | must be permitted to say, that in this case there 
was less of it, considering the magnitude of the work, than in any | have ever 
witnessed. And! will add, of the number who became convicted, and were 
exercised on the subject of religion, as many were happily brought to the 
knowledge of the truth, as in any revival that I have seen. Of the genuine- 
ness of the work many have given satisfactory evidence, by the fruits of good 
living which they bear. ‘ May their fruit remain!’ 

Although I have not observed any peculiar characteristics by which this 
revival might be distinguished, yet no doubt this sketch might be enlivened 
by descriptions of some particular cases, if the writer could depend on bis 
judgment iv the selection of them. This therefore he declines; but would 
observe, that a connected view of the whole, cannot fail to be interesting to 
the friends of Zion, as it furnishes increasing testimony that Christ reigns iu 
the midst of his enemies. 

The number that jomed us was composed of persons of almost every age, 
condition, and circumstance in life: and, it may be added, of almost every de- 
nomination of the professing christians of the place, of which there are eight 
orten. If these persons are questioned concerning the reasons which indu- 
ced them to leave the churches, in which perhaps both they and their fore- 
fathers were brought up, their answer in general, is substantially this: ‘ That 
the want of the life and power of godliness was so great, and spiritual helps 
and counsellors so few, that they believed their safety and eternal welfare en- 
dangered by remaining; and, that they were actuated by the sincerest sense 
of duty.’ ‘hata regard to the riches and pleasures of the world, or the honour 
that comes from men, had any influence upon them, will not be readily supp° 
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sed. Another reason has been added by some: ‘ Their minds when convinced 
of sin, were no longer able to relish the doctrine of unconditional predestina- 
tion; and they believed, that the doctrine which could yield ‘hem no comfort 
nor peace while seeking the Lord, would not be good food for them when born 
of the Spirit.” It was to them, while labouring under the burden of their sins, 
cheerless news to hear, that God by a sovereign act of preterition had passed 
by the many, and only provided mercy for the few—and animaticg to their dis- 
tressed minds to hear, that God is not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should be saved—that he so loved the world, as to give his Son to die for 
them—that Christ Jesus did taste death for every man, even the vilest of the 
vile—and that the chief of sinners may obtaiv mercy! These considerations 
will be esteemed sufficientiy weighty to justify them in the important step 
which they have taken. ; 

Towards the close of the last conference year, there having been a rapid 
accession of members to the church, it was thought by some, and indeed a 
little feared by myself, that we should have a sifting in the ensuing year: as, 
in most revivals, there are many stony-ground hearers, who, having no root 
in themselves, endure but a litile while. Butin this I was happily disappoint- 
ed; having, since my return to the station, had the satisfaction to admit to 
full membership, most of those who had been previcusly received on trial. 
These are going on their way rejoicing, and not fearing to win the day: and 
the Lord still continues to add to our numbers. Oh! may they be such as 
shall be saved ! : ; 

A camp-meeting which was held last August a few miles from this place, 
was made a great blessing to the young converts, as well as to many otters, 
who were then brought from darkness to light. We trust that the Great Head 
of the Church, who has begun this good work, willalso carry iton. Althuugh 
the flame of a revival may in a great measure subside, there can be no neces- 
sity for the work of God to stop: and the reason why revivals are not more 
general, and of longer continuance, must be, in general, the unfaithfulness of 
professors of religion. ote 

To those who have been conversant with the history of Methodism in this 
place from its rise, and who, with lively interest have marked its progress 
down to the present; the retrospect must afford matter for the livelicst feel- 
ings of gratitude to God. Yea, when they look back but a few years, and 
compare what they then were with what they are now. their souls in pleasing 
astonishment must cry out, ‘‘ What hath the Lord wrought!” When they 
consider. that about ten or twelve years ago, an apartment ina private house 
was suffictent to contain the society, and all whochove to assemble with’ them 
to hear the word preached; and that now, that little society has swelled toa 
church of near seven hundred members, possessing two meeting-houses, (one 
of which is large) which are well filled, on Sabbath evenings especially, with 
serious and attentive hearers. A veview of these circumstances constrains 
them to acknowledge, that it is indeed ‘‘ the Lori’s doings, and marvellous in 
their eyes” —‘‘ that they who were pot a people, should become the people of 
the Lord.” “* The Lord reigneth! Let the earth rejoice !” 


—_———— a 


From the London Methodist Magazine. 


‘ST. DOMINGO. 


in our last two numbers we inserted letters, giving an account of the per- 
secutions endured by our Society in Port au Prince, and the neighbourhood. 
The following publication made in the Church by the Catholic priest, who, 
it seems, was the principal agent in instigating the proceedings which have 
been detailed, will amuse our readers, while they will more deeply sympa- 
pear eft ith those who are the objects and victims of the fiery spirit which it 

rea'hes. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Everiste. 


The society at Port au Prince and ‘the neighbourhood now consists of 72 
persons, without reckoning a considerable number who desire to be admitted, 
but which we do not receive yet until instructed; the society spreads now in 
the mountains and plains. 








200 STATE OF THE BRITISH MISSIONS IN AMERICAs 


Sunday, Jan. 16, a publication was made in the Church by order of Francois 
Jeremie, Priest, against our society, in these terms : 

‘¢ All the faithful are hereby warned that the Methodist religion, which ig 
now in this city, is a bad religion; he or she who follows it, shall never see the 
face of God; but shall be eternally delivered up to the damnation of hel], 
Therefore, all the faithful are hereby exhorted to have no communication with 
the people who compose that society. I know that meetings are held in divers 
places of this city, but woe unto him who joins them, for it is an abomination 
in the city. On this account J exhort the faithful not to go to these meetings, 
for that religion is an abomination to all good people. 1 thus warn the faith. 
ful, because I perceive some of them have gone amongst their people, and at- 
tended their meetings; but I exhort them to come out from amongst them, 
for they are a people to be despised. Let not the faithful have any commu. 
nion with them. I know this religion to be absolutely bad; for two young 
men entered the society, but their relations being displeased, compelled them 
to leave it. Itis a religion destructive to mankind. It is impossible it should 
take root in this Republic. It is necessary that it should be exterminated.” 


The foilowing extracts from a recent letter do great honour to the character 
and principles of the President, Boyer, and it would be unjust to withhold 
them. This spirit in the rulers, will, we hope, ere long, bring the vexations of 
an innocent people to an end. 

Many were, at different times, cited to appear before the President, who at 
first used to dismiss them, saying, that every man was at liberty to serve God 
as he thought fit; but latterly he has been importuned to assume a style some- 
what different. At Leogane, six were put in prison at one time by the Gen. 
eral of that department, for having been found praying inthe country. The 
President, on a tour, visiting Leogane, went directly to the prison, where be 
found several prisoners. He inquired of each what was his crime, and libera. 
ted whom he thought proper. And when he was about leaving the town, 
called for those who had been imprisoned for praying; and sharply reproved 
the General for having confined them on such an account. He then took 
them some distance out of town, told them to go home, live quietly, and serve 
God according to the dictates of their own consciences. 





STATE OF THE BRITISH MISSIONS IN AMERICA, 
Extracted from the Report of the “Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society.” 


In the West India Islands, the mission appears in a prosperous condition. 
There are five districts in these islands, which inclade twenty-eight circuits, and 
employ forty nine Missionaries. The number in society is twenty-three thou 
sand and ninety-two. 

They have one district in Canada, which included, last year, nine circuits 
and eleven preachers, and seven hundred and forty-four members. 

Nova-Scotia and New-Brunswick district includes seventeen circuits, twen- 
ty-two missionaries, and one thousand seven hundred and thirty two members. 

In Newfoundland district, there are twelve circuits, thirteen missionaries, 
and nine hundred and forty-vine members in society. 


Total number of missionaries in these stations, 91 
Total number of members in society, 26,517 








